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ALL ABOUT HINDUISM 


BY 
SWAMI SIVANANDA 


A comprehensive conspectus of the different aspects of this Universal Religion of Man, 
which goes by the name, Hinduism. The essentials of the religious approach of life viz. the 
Scriptures, Rituals, Ethics, Philosophy, Theology and Spiritual practices, as found embodied 
in this Great Religion, are expounded by the saintly author in perspicuous detail. An indis- 
pensable guide-book to afl those who aspire to know what true Hinduism is. 


Pages: 372 Size : Crown 8vo Price! Rs, 12/- 


SURE WAYS FOR SUCCESS IN LIFE AND GOD-REALISATION 


SWAMI SIVANANDA 


A reliable guide to super-living—the experience of years of intensive research and 
study—very practical’ and definitely helpful. 


Pages: 352 plus XL Size : Crown Bvo Price : Rs. 10/- 


THE ASCENT OF THE SPIRIT 


BY 
SWAMI KRISHANANDA 


A masterly gaide to the essentials of meditation on the social, psychological, educational 
and metaphysical sides of the spiritual approach to life. _ 


Pages: 256 plus XVI Siza: Crown 8vo Price; Rs. 8/. 
ee 


(Packing and forwarding charges extra) 
DISCOUNT ALLOWED on order for Rs. 10/- to Rs. 50/-;10%; Rs. 50/- to Rs. 100/-; 209051 
Rs. I01/ and above :25%. 
Additional discount to booksellers only 5%. 
For complete list of English and vernacular Books, and for Orders, please write to 3 - 


THE DIVINE LIFE SOCIETY 


The Sivananda Publication League, 


P. O. SHIVANANDANAGAR—249 192, 
Dist : Tehri-Garhwal, (U. P.) Himalayas. 
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iya 
stay healthy! 


Ca¥ 


Use SAFFOLA -the kind-hearted cooking medium. 


Avoid ghee, butter and vanaspati 
Cooking mediums such as ghee, 
butter and vanaspati are rich in 
saturated fats which can result in the 
body producing excessive amounts 
of cholesterol. This ıs a substance 
which thickens and hardens the 
arteries. Eventually, it can lead to 
trouble. But there is a way out. 


Choose the cooking medium 
highest in polyunsatured fats 
among! all cooking mediums, 
SAFFOLA contains the highest 
Percentage of polyunsaturated fats 
thereby helping to reduce the level 
of cholesterol in the blood. Light 
and easy to digest, SAFFOLA brings 
out the natural flavour of food. 
Enjoy your favourite dishes 
without worrying s 
Uso SAFFOLA for cooking, frying. 
baking and in salad dressing. _ 
No need to give up your favourite 


Start on Saffola before the doctor starts on you! ORE 


Ghee 

Butter fat 

Vanaspati 
Groundnut oil 

Mustard oil 

Sunflower oil 

Safflower oil: SAFFOLA 


dishes —because there's no risk of 
increasing your cholesterol level 


Children too will benefit from 
AFFOLA 

Cholesterol accumulates right from 

childhood Don't let your children 

eat unwisely—make SAFFOLA the 


cooking medium for the whole 
family. 


Polyunsaturated/Saturated Ratio} 


The Bombay Oil Industries Pvt.Ltd..Kanmoor House, 281-87,Narsi Natha Street,Bombay400 009 
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3 Yo society can possibl 
be built on a denial of 
individual freedom. 

It is contrary to the. very 

' nature of man... 

In reality even those who 
do not believe in the . 
liberty of the individual 
believe in their own.” 


—MAHATMA GANDHI. 


Í D) > to enrich India’s life 
with colour! 


Issued. by: 


AMAR Dye-Cuem LTD. 


Manufacturers of Dyestuffs & Chemicals 
Rang Udyan, Sitladevi Temple Road, Mahim, 
BOMBAY 400 016 
in support of human -rights everywhere. 
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bk of India's 


-MONTHLY INCOME 


CERTIFICATE 


A special scheme that gives you 
a steady income every month. 


You receive your interest every month, This means you dont: 
have to wait for a year or more to eam it. The interest is credited 
to your savings or current account. You can deposit as little as 
Rs. 500/- for a minimum period of one year. You can earn an 
attractive interest of as much as 9% 

if you invest for 63 months and over. 

For further details on this scheme please contact . 

the nearest branch of our bank. 

Interest eamed on your deposits and 

other specified investments upto 

Rs. 3,000/- is exempt from 

Income-Tax. 


-h Bankof India 


Where servico makes the dtference. 
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SUIVIMARY ASSESSIVE 
SCHEME 
gives you 


AN EASY AND QUICK 
income tax assessment 


9 No notices requiring your presence in the Income-tax office ! 
@ No summons for producing your account books before your Income tax Office |! 


© No additions to the income declared by you in your return, except those necessary 
to rectify any arithmetical mistake or to make obvious statutory adjustments me 


SURELY, YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR ASSESSMENTS 


MADE THIS WAY 
ALL THAT YOU NEED DO IS . 


@ FILE your return in the correct prescribed form as applicable to you + 


@ FURNISH correct and complete particulars of your income and other details 
ın the various parts and annexures of the return 


@ ENCLOSE with your Return relevant statements of accounts, such as 
Trading/Manufacturing A/C., Profit 8 Loss A/C.. Balance-sheet, etc. if any 


-  @ ATTACH to your Return CERTIFICATES of tax deducted at source, COUNTERFOILS i 
of chalans of advance-tax and self-assessment tax payments, RECEIPTS for | 
payment of compulsory deposit. life-insurance premia, etc 


a correct and complete return is the | 
best security against tax worries | 


Ter SPIN TL I L 


Issued by. 


DIRECTOR OF INSPECTION 
(Research, Statistics & Pubication) 
INCOME TAX DEPATMEN davp 79/66 


New Delhi- 110001 
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SIEMENS 


Electrical engineers to Indian industry. 
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Switchgear, switchboards, a 20,000 dwt cargo carrier, 
motors, cables, transformers. a small scale industrialist, a 
Ensuring the highest small farmer. Sophisticated 
reliability to large industries technology for India’s 
aswell assmall.Foramillion economic thrust on many 
tonne cement plant,.a super fronts. 

thermal power station, 


Siemens India. 
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Let noble thoughts come to us from every side 
Rigveda [-89-i 


PRAYER TO BRAHMAN 
WAY arg AA seam 


LEE KECE 


an: qà aA REA: 


aN ara a amaA 
ant a aA wether 1 


ee 


Salutations to Brahman. Salutations 
to the God in the fire. Salutations to 
the God in the earth. Salutations to 
the God in the plants. Salutations to 
God in speech. Salutations to the 
Lord of speech. I offer my salutations 
to the Supreme Being, the All-pervad- 
ing Spirit. 


UWA 


GPA 


kia 


G | BENANG ; A 


W co E oN 


zA by te ; ‘Lach = 
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The Glory of - Jagannath 


SALABEG 
Translated 5 S. TRIPATHI & K. Mau 


Salabeg is isa 17th century Muslim poet who wrote 
both in Oriya and Bengali. In this poem is expressed 
his eagerness to reach Puri and have a ‘darshan’ of the 


Lord seated i in His Car. 


Thou art friend 10 all, o my Lord! 
O great master of the Universe! 
Save me beneath Thy feet 
Or, whom shull 1 turn to? 


Can I reach Thee, my Lord 
Walking these seven hundred miles 
And fifty? Tarry, tarry, O Lord ` 
In Nandighosh 

Until 1 reach Thy place. 


How beautiful O Lord, 

How beautiful is Thy Car 

> Bedecked with strings of pearls! 

NAA More beautijul art Thou 

| = Jewelled and dazzling inside, 
~ Lo! are. sold the holy foods ; | 
Under the stairs two and twenty; 


E 
| 
| 
E 
| 
i 
| 
I 
f 
| 
i 


[= AA RNS Ce 
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i Perchance I fail to have a sight of Thee, 
A grain alone, a grain alone 
Is my Salvation. 


How can I and how can I 
Miss such a winning sight 
When Balabhadra, Thy brother 
Moves in His Car first, 

Thy sister in the middle 

‘And Thou at last 

Amidst crowds and chantings. 


How small am I, O Lord, 

And an outcast! 

Hearken O Lord hearken my prayer 
Thou who art ; 

The enshrined beauty of Brindaban. 


The celebrated Puri car festival falls on June 26, this year- 
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Sri Swami Purushottama- 
nanda was born on November 
23, 1879 at ‘Tiruvilla (South 
India). As a young boy he 
was brilliant in studies, but 
protracted illness hampered his 
academic carcer. The turning 
point in his life came when he 
came under the spell ‘of Swami Nirmalenanda (Tulasi Maharaj) 
of the Ramykrishna Mission and was liter given mantra deeksha 
by Swami Brahurmands, the first President cf the Ramakrishna 
Math and Mission, in 1916. In 1923 Swami Shivananda (Maha- 
purusha Maharaj), the second President, initiate: him info sannyasa 
Swami Purushottamaninda attained Mahasamedhi cn Mahasivaratri 
day in 1961, at the age of 82 ut Vasishta Guba in Rishikesh. 

The follewing excerpts are sclected from the peck Guide to 
Spiritual Aspirants, a callecticn of Sw tansiaicd into 
English from the Malayalam original hy Swami UA one 
of his disciples. The book is available for Rs. 2/- from the Secretary, 
Vasishtha Guba Ashram. Goolar-Dogi B. O., Yia Shivanandanagar, 
Tehri—-Gerhwal, U. 


————— 


SS eS SS 


ALL are very wise! But nobody seems to have the thought that 
he has to depart from here one day. And. for the expenses of 
that journey. what indeed have you earned? Do think! 


s * * 


, TRUTH is the mother of all virtues. If truth is adhered to. 
we will obtain all the virtues. Let there be concord ameng 
j thought, word and deed. Speak as the mind decides and act as 
| per your words. All well-being will auend on ycu. 
| 
Ñ 


y THERE is nothing that is impossible. One must have faith in 
the Lord. and should strive persistently, Then anything can be 
achieved. The Lord is so kind, and He is our Inner Coniroller 
(Antaryamin) also. Do strive with firm faith. Everything will be 
attained, - P4 


coe LOE E Aa A. EE. 
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Li are clever in finding out the faults of others, but they neve 
think about their own defects. Because cf this, they mesi with 
their downfall, But, if one is bent upcn finding out ene’s own 
def ets. und porseveres 10 get rid af them one Fy one like thorns. 
how much happiness the mind would gel! 


. . “ 


LET it become natural to you to feel happy in others’ happiness 
and miserable in others’ misery. Doubiless. you will have worldly 
as well as spiritual uplifiment. Let the mind become most pure 
and expand, Let Prema. love, become your natural quality. The 
lord is Premaswarupa—the Embodiment of Love. Divine quali- 
ues will shine in you more and more. There is no doubt about 


i. Auspiciousness be unto you! 
- . ” 


IF your mind gets abosorbed in great men, great mountains, 
great rivers, great Tirthas (places of pilgrimage) ctc.. ycu too 
can become great. Let the mind get expanded hy any means. 


HONOUR the venerable. holy men. serve them. Be eager to have 
their association, You will continually be acquiring good qualities. 
Company with wicked men will destroy all your virtues. There- 
fore, be careful. 


. * . 


ALWAYS be prepared to render every possible assistance to the 
feeble and destitute. Indeed. there is no greater worship of the 
Lord than service to the suffering. z 


. , ” 


REMEMBER that whatever we have, learning, wealth or any- 
thing, is not meant solely for our selfish enjoyment. We have to share 
them: with others also. It is a great sin if we enjoy them ex- 
clusively, without sharing with others. Let our family grow and 
grow and expand into the whole uniyerse, 

. * “ + 


LET your heart melt in others’ distress! Those who possess this 
quality will. no doubt. go forward and forward. Make quick pro- 


gress in the spiritual path. 
* * * 


DO not harm anyone in thought, word or deed. Entertain an 
attitude of blessing towards all. Practise charity according to your 
mite. knowing the need of the recipient, 


ee ae 
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ALWAYS. be vigilant. The robbers of desire, anger, etc., are 
Wailing for an oppertunity to snatch away the gem of knowledge 
from you. If you close your eyes, and are a litle careless, every- 
thing will go wrong. * Py * 


LAZINESS is a very great disease. h will ruin the family. If. 
you perform your duties with enthusiasm, always remembering the 
Lord, your life will become blessed. * * * 


OPEN your eyes and see. What is permanent in this world? 


Nothing whatsoever! What we see now, disappears frem our view 

the next moment. Everything is transitory! Is it not painful 10 

waste our most valuable life in pursuit of such perishable worldly 

things? ‘Therefore, try hard to attain that which is permanent. 
* * + 


DO you know when happiness is obtained? We eat some deli- 
cious food: hear a melodious song: enjoy an attractive dance. On 
such occasions the mind becomes tranquil. Happiness is in tran- 
guillity. And where is this tranquillity? It exists in our own 
heart. When the mind becomes calm, that happiness just reflects 
in il, even as the image of the sun fully reflects in clear, stilt water. 


“GOLDEN HARVEST 


K. Chandrasekharan 
Price Rs. 15.00 
This book contains the following nine lectures delivered by the author as 
the Tagore Professor of Humanities of the Madras University, between the 
years 1968 and 1969. 
Greater Man 6. Materialism and Spirituality 


The Poetic View of Life 7. The Art of Biography 
8. Democracy and the Arts 
9. Failure of Freedom 


Obtainable from : 

BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN Ms. INDIA BOCK HOUSE 
Kulapati K. M. Munshi Marg Mahalaxmi Chambers 
BOMBAY-0 o0 ee aa 


AND THEIR BRANCHES 
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~ Today there is much frothy talk on religion ~. 
j and spirituality, and “Gurus” who offer “instant” 
iy salvation are also not wanting. 

Bi But the truth is that there is no short-cut 

to spiritual realization, cautions Swami Bhashyananda 
il g of the Ramakrishna Mission, who clearly 
points out the various steps by which the skak 
‘A has to ascend to reach the goal 


‘SWAMI Vivekananda defines 


| reth these sayings of mine and 
religion as “realization.” It. is ` 


doeth them, I will liken him 


heing and becoming, not a mere 
belief in certain dogmas, or a 
bundle of good habits. 
Sdnkaracharya insists that frec- 
‘dom from bondage cannot be ob- 
tained without .the realization of 
the identity between. the indivi- 
dual self and the cosmic Self 
(Brahman). In the “Sermon on 
the Mount,” Jesus speaks of 
the practical application of his 
theoretical teachings as follows: 
Therefore, whosoever hea- 


unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock . . -And 
every one that hearcth these 
sayings of mine and doeth 
them not, shall belikened unto 
a foolish man, which built his 
house upon the sand. And 
the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the -winds 
blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell. And great 
was the fall of it. ` > 
Realization is perfection. It 
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has to be attained in this very 
life. The lower nature has to be 
changed and the higher mani- 
fested. Ego, passions and greed 
have: to be slowly brought under 
control and channelled towards a 
higher ideal. 

It is a very slow and laborious 
process. A single example will 
convince us how patience and 
constant effort are necessary. 
Take the practice of control of 
the mind, which is most essential 
for any spiritual experience. 
meditation or 
worship and try to concentrate 
our mind, we find that even for 
a single minute the mind doesn’t 
become steady. 

Arjuna had the same pro- 
blem. When Sri Krishna ex- 
plained the disciplines of yoga to 
him, Arjuna exclaimed’ that it 
seemed easier to catch hold of 


. the moving wind than to control 


the restless mind. Sri Krishna 
replied that, though the mind is 
restless and hard to control, it 
can be brought to steadiness 
through regular practice (abhyasa) 
and detachment (vairagya). It 
is like emptying a lake drop by 
drop. It requires infinite pa- 
tience and constant vigilance. 
The two main enemies in this 
process are sloth and inadver- 
tence. 

Some spiritual aspirants seem 
to stumble upon spiritual expe- 
rience. Many a seeker of reli- 


. gion goes after various teachers 
asking for powers and: quick re- ' 


BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 


sults, but there is great danger” 
in this. Usually, they turn out 
to be fanatics. Some, perhaps. 
experience harmful effects on 
their body or mind. It is like a 
poor man winning a lottery. The 
joy is so powerful that the weak 
nerves and mind cannot stand 
that outburst. 

Therefore, a seeker of spiritual 
experience must go step by step, 
making his body, nerves and 
mind fit and strong by discipline. 
Sri Ramakrishna tells the story 
of Mathur Babu’s asking for 
quick visions: 

He [Mathur Babu] sent for 
me. When I went l found 
that he was, as it were, a diffe- 
rent man: his eyes were red 
and tears were flowing; speak- 
ing of God he was shedding 
floods of tears. And his heart 
was trembling with quick 
pulsation. When he saw me, 
he clasped both my feet and 
said, “Excuse me, father, | ad- 
mit my defeat; I have been in 
this condition for the last three 
days; 1 cannot apply my mind 
to wordly affairs in spite of 
all my efforts; everything is: 
getting spoilt everywhere. 

Please take back the ecstasy 

conferred by you; | don’t want 

it.” ‘Why,’ said I, ‘did you not 

-pray for ecstasy?’ He then 

said, ‘Yes, I did so and there 

is also bliss in it; but of what 
avail is it? Everything is going 
to be spoilt on this side.. 

This ecstasy of yours, -father. 
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becomes you only. We 
don’t want all these things. 


Please take them back.’ I then 

“laughed and said, ‘I told you 
so previously.’ ‘Yes, father,” 
said he, ‘but did I understand 
then so clearly that something 
like a ghost would possess me 
and that I should have to take 
every step according to its 
whim all the twenty-four hours 
and could do nothing, even if 
J had a mind to?’ I then pas- 
sed my hand over his chest. 


Why do we fail? It is inte- 
resting to explore the reasons 
why we fail in spiritual endea- 
vour. If we carefully analyze 
our daily life of spiritual practice, 
we often discover that there is 
some flaw in the discipline. 

Just as a builder of a house and 
a doctor treating a patient have 
to be very careful from the begin- 
ning to achieve their respective 
goals, and even a little flaw in 
the building or the treatment may 
defeat their purpose completely, 
similarly, a seeker of spiritual 
truth, has to go step by step 


- very carefully, securing each step 


befcre he goes to the next. 


Swami Vivekananda put it very 
aptly when he said: “One has to 
idealize the real and then realize 
the ideal.” We are often en- 
amoured of the ideal when we 
hear from 
sentences as aham brahmasmi (‘I 
am Brahman’). It sends an emo- 
tional thrill, through our body, 


the -scriptures such: 
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Why. do we fail? It is 


| interesting toexplore the rea- 


| sons why we fail in spiritual 


endeavour: Iff we, ‘carefully 


analyze our daily lifelofy spiri- 
tual practice; we often dis- 
cover, that there is some flaw. 


ingthe) discipline: + ay 
SS 


but we forget that this is a trans- 
cendental experience in which 
body and world are left behind. 


Thus, we find that one has to 
deal with obstacles and enemies 
in the path by studying them, 
knowing their power, and slowly 
overcoming them. “No one can 
call himself an emperor without 
subduing his enemies and pos- 
sessing control of the surrounding 
Kingdoms.” In order to acquire 
hidden treasures, one has to do 
the laborious task of excavation, 
removal of debris, putting forth 
hard labour, until the treasure is 
brought to hand. 


Mere theoretical knowledge 
does not help us nor give us 
satisfaction. By merely drawing 
a line on a piece of paper, we 
cannot get the satisfaction nor 
utility of building a wall. - 

Take another example. Now- 
a-days it has become a fashion to 
speak of the harmony of reli- 
gions. . Most of the religious 
leaders, however, mean by har- 
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mony of religions religious “get- 
togethers,” interfaith dinners with 
a pat on the back given at the 
“end. 

We forget the deep meaning 
involved in harmony of religions. 
The whole personality has to 
change before the idea of har- 
mony can be experienced. Sri 
Ramakrishna practised the har- 
mony of religions for almost 
twelve years of his life. He pre- 
pared himself by his many spiri- 
tual disciplines of various Hindu 


Steps to realization, on op 
spiritual, disciplines, (have ji 
somejuniyersalicharacteristics- 
The differencessronlyrinem- 
phasis, which varies according] 
toan individualisitemperament ji 
and level) (off understanding; 
and according tojthe necessi-) iji 
ties ofi time and! cultural enz | 


vironment. 


sects and other religions to de- 
monstrate through his teachings 
the concept of the harmony of 
religions. : 

The analogy’ he gives of the 
circumference and the centre of 
a circle illustrates the real mean- 
ing of religious harmony. There 
are many points on the circum- 
ference, ‘but the circle has one 
centre to which all the points are 
connected. Thus the various 
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manifestations of religious cus- 
toms and beliefs all radiate from 
one centre in which all the 
various manifestations are con- 
nected: Brahman or the God- 
head. 

Perfection is defined in various 
ways by scriptures and world- 
teachers. The three chief ways 
to reach perfection are by follow- 
ing the path of non-dualism 
(Advaita), qualified non-dualism 
(Visishtadvaita), or dualism 
(Dvaita). The ultimate expe- 
rience to be realized is the same: 
effacement of individuality, trans- 
formation ‘of the personality 
from human to divine, and con- 
stant communion with God in the 
form of service to human beings 


as the veritable manifestation of . 


the Lord Himself. 

Steps to realization, or spiri- 
tual disciplines, have some uni- 
versal characteristics. ‘The diffe- 
rence is only in emphasis, which 
varies according to an indi- 
vidual’s temperament and level 
of understanding; and according 
to the necessities of time and cul- 
tural environment. Let us take 
a few examples. 

The teachings of Jesus’s “Ser- 
mon on the Mount” give empha- 
sis to ethics in human relation- 
ships: how to treat your neigh- 
bour, how to overcome lower 
propensities such as killing and 
anger through the higher disci- 
plines to be learned and prac- 
tised such as love, charity and 
goodwill. 
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Vedanta, while accepting all 
these, adds an intellectual dis- 
cipline. for evolving the deep 
spiritual layers of the human 
personality. It lays down such 
preparations as viveka  (discri- 
mination between the Real and 
the unreal), vairagya (detach- 
ment), sama-dama (control of 
the mind and senses); titiksha 
(bearing capacity, fortitude), and 
sraddha (attainment of religious 
faith through reason). 

This is accomplished by point- 
ing out to the student the follow- 
ing universal facts of daily life: 
All material objects belong to 
lime and space. They originate, 
stay for seme time, dismantle or 
decay, and disappear. One 
should have possession of objects 
only for maintenance of the 
body, because the sense-organs, 
if they lose control, carry away 
the equanimity of the mind and 
thus disable the student from 
attaining and realizing God. 

Certain things, such as incura- 
ble disease, vagaries of nature, 
“and old age, cannot be changed. 
We have to accept them and live 
with them in a spirit of equani- 
mity. But there are many other 
facts which can be changed with 
‘courage and discipline,’ self- 
effort, and constant struggle or 
longing for self-knowledge. 

Another path, that of devotion 
‘or Bhakti, has the same charac- 
teristics. Scriptures of devotion, 
such as the Bhagavata, Narada 
Bhakti Sutras, and others, lay 
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emphasis on the pure emotions | 
which develop through two - 
stages. The devotee begins by 
practising such disciplines as 
taking pure food, singing devo- 
tional music, repeating the Lord's 
name (japa), meditating and 
worshipping at a shrine. 

Through these disciplines, he 
attains to the higher love cf God. 
experiencing love of God for His 
own sake, just because He is the 
highest ideal, rather than for any 
expectation of reward or fear_of 
punishment. The devotec-lover, 
Beloved, and God’s love become 
one. 

The Bhagavad Gita lays stress 
on practical renunciation and 
detachment for the attainment of 
God-realization, One is not to 
give up his daily work, but rather 
to dedicate this work to God. 
Instead of working for any selfish 
end, the devotee works as an in- 
strument in His hands, in a spirit 
of self-surrender to His Will. 

This spirit ultimately leads to 
purification of mind and heart, 
and thus creates inspiration, 
development of intuition, and 
power of meditation on God. 

The path of Raja Yoga lays 
emphasis on the attainment of 
mental harmony or peace of 
mind through the following eight 
steps: ethical practical practices 
of (1) yama (non-injury, truth- 
fulness, non-covetousness, con- 
tinence, and non-receiving of 
gifts) and (2) niyama (internal 
and external purification, con- 
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tentment, austerity, study, and 
worship of God; (3) asana, that 
is, physical observances of bodily 
control and good posture; (4) 
pranayama or breath-control 
through breathing exercises; and 
four successive mental exercises; 
(5) pratyahara or withdrawal of 
the mind from material objects, 
(6) dharana or concentration, 
(7) dhyana or meditation, and 
(8) samadhi or absorption in the 
object of meditation. 

The four requisites which are 
more or less applicable to all 
spiritual aspirants are: (1) scrip- 
tural study; (2) a spiritual 
teacher; (3) personal enthusiasm 
in sadhana; and (4) patience and 
perseverance. 

The scriptures contain the re- 
corded experiences of seers and 
saints who have sought and rea- 
lized the truth. Such writings 
are considered very sacred. They 
are helpful in preparing us for 
the ultimate experience. ` . 

Spiritual life is like sailing in 
an uncharted sea where there is 
little help from the senses, from 
one’s own reason, or from values 
of society. Scriptures are like 


‘charts of navigation. They warn 


us of sandbanks, shallow water, 
submerged rocks and icebergs. 
Scriptures describe the nature 
of God. They can be tentatively 
accepted as hypotheses and then 


realized through practical ex- 
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scriptures give discipline and 
guidance to all, one has to make 
a distinction between essentials 
and non-essentials, and use only 
those which are applicable in 
individual cases. 

Scriptures are the means and 
not the end. After getting the 


necessary guidance, one realizes 
the highest and transcends the 
scriptures; but still maintains his 
reverence for them. 

Spirituality is the awakening of 
the inner Truth or soul within, 
the kindling of the spirit. It is 
the transmission of Light from 
one living soul to another living 
soul, much as one candle be- 
comes lighted by the light of 
another candle. It isa new 
birth. 

One can get tangible spiritual 
experience when one comes in 
contact. with a living teacher. 
Such experience stays on 
throughout life. Just as we need 
teachers in all the departments 
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of our life—art, music, science, 
practical matters—so too, do we 
need a true God-realized teacher. 
The essential factor is that one 
should be a proper student first; 
then the proper teacher comes 
automatically. 


Individual effort must be sus- 
tained through inspiration and a 
sense of determination. Other- 
wise, it tends to become spas- 
modic. Sri Ramakrishna gave 
several beautiful examples to 
illustrate this point. A bee al- 
ways seeks the: flower and the 
nectar in the flower (right 
effort), while a fly always seeks 
to alight on filth. “A water drop 
falling on a hot pan dries up in- 
stantaneously (preparedness). 
A farmer irrigating his field will 
not take rest and relax until he 
removes all obstacles in the path 
of the current of water so that it 
can reach the field (determi- 
nation). 


The lives of the saints should 
be regularly read. -How often 
they failed before they finally 
reached their geal, but still they 
never lost enthusiasm! Enthu- 
siasm must not be confused with 
mental restlessness. The latter 
is characteristic of a lower mind 
which is unable to concentrate 
for any length of time. Enthu- 
siasm in spiritual life has to be 


If therefore, thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 


Jull of light. 


23 


cultivated by studying the imper- 
manence of this world and by 
taking refuge in the Lord alone. 

At a certain stage of develop- 
ment, the soul feels this irresis- 
tible attraction to God and con- 
stant desire to know the truth. 
When the mental impurities are 
removed, God is then realized. 

The time factor (kala), or 
patience, is very necessary in 
spiritual life. Many past ten- 
dencies lying hidden in the sub- 
conscious have to be overcome 
through regular discipline. 

A great struggle must go on. 
for which infinite patience and 
perseverance are required. One 
should be ready to work for 
eternity. The result may come 
much quicker than , the devotee 
would expect, fur the joy is in 
striving. z 

The struggle proceeds in 
stages, much as the lawyer's de- 
fence of his client goes step by 
step, with arguments and facts 
marshalled, to prove his points 
and final conclusion before the 
judge. A true devotee is never 
impatient. One should do all 
that one can, and then leave the 
rest to God. 

If we have these requisites, the 
result will come as a matter of 
course. 


Courtesy, Prabuddha Bharata 


US C arist 


—Je 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


Slaughter of animals cannot be totally avoided till man be- 


| comes wholly vegetarian—an ideal towards which mankind is 


| progressing slowly, but surely. Till such time, should millions of 
| animals continue to be slain in the cruellest of ways? 
tensions to humanism will remain a mockery tll we modernize 
slaughter, says the author who is an engineer by training and pre- 


Our pre- 


sently the director of Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore. 


| He recently delivered an eloquent speech on behalf of his “dumb 
friends” at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay. 


COWS, bullocks and buffaloes— 

234 millions—are vital to our 
economy. ‘They give milk, dung 
and draught power as well as 
meat, skin, bone and numerous 
Other by-products. 

To millions of farmers and 
small people, animals are their 
only asset—agegregate value of 
which may be close to that of 
organised industry. 

They are part of our god sy- 
stem, and are sacred to millions. 
They are our partners in life. 


In spite of their great contri- 
bution, we have totally neglected 
them—from our economic and 
their welfare points of view. 
They are ill-treated from birth 
to death—unnecessarily and mer- 
cilessly. For some strange rea- 


son, God did not give them 
voice and strength to protest. 

Trade Union bosses do not 
care to organise them. Man did 
not give them votes to please 
political leaders. i 

Mere sentiment, unwillingness 
to face unpleasant realities, 
superstition, distorted priorities, 
and finally total ignorance of 
how animals are treated have 
led to the perpetuation of de- 
plorable methods of slaughter 
and cruelty to work animals. 

When our people come to 
know the hard facts, they may 
influence the decision-makers to 
modernise the animal utility 
system. 

Even if we do not have any 
feelings of compassion towards 
animals, still there is a case of 
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modernisation from the econo- 
mic, hygienic and health points 
of view—all of which will bring 
in enormous economic benefits 
‘to society. 


A series of articles to follow 
will deal with the multi-faceted 
components of the animal system 
—constitutional, legal, religious, 
economic, social, ecological, and 
finally humanitarian. 


Though there can be argument 
on the propriety of his fasting, 
Acharya Bhave has done a great 
service to the cause of cattle. 


The large majority of our peo- 
ple, though -moved by suffering 
of animals, find themselves help- 
less today to do anything to help 
the animals. Thus, genuine 
concern, when not followed by 
action, has neither helped the 
animals nor the community. 
Now that there is some public 
interest on the issue of ban on 
cow slaughter, all socially-con- 
scious citizens of this great coun- 
try should launch a mass move- 
ment to improve the working 
conditions of animals and to stop 
the barbarian practices followed 
in our slaughter houses. 

Those who feel happy that 


` 


E 
a 
ban on slaughter of cows has 
been achieved will be shocked 
to know that millions of cows are 
even now being slaughtered in 
clandestine ways—including in 
U. P. and Bihar where there has 
been ban for some years. za 
Besides, millions of bullocks, 
buffaloes and smaller animals 
like sheep, goats and pigs will 


CR 


Therefore, what is equally im- 
portant is to modernise slaughter 
in order to improve hygiene and 
quality of meat, to reduce health 
hazards, increase recovery of 
by-products and to reduce the 
suffering of animals. 


The major step in modernisa- 
tion is introduction of stunning, 
which will render the animals 
insensitive to pain to a great ex- 
tent. Stunnnig of large animals 
is done in the western countries 
with a captive bolt pistol costing 
about Rs. 5,000/-. Smaller ani- 
mals are stunned with electric 
shock. Only two or three 
slaughter houses in our country 
have adopted stunning methods 
for large animals; and three or 
four piggeries have also intro- 
duced electrical devices. 
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pal slaughter houses. Besides, 
animals are slaughtered in thou- 
sands of panchayat slaughter 
houses and shanties as well as 
in backyards. Introduction of 
stunning would involve only an 
investment of Rs. 5 crores. 

The present practice is so grue- 
some that it will shock any sen- 
Sitive person. It is also a tragedy 
that such atrocities should take 
place in our country where cows 
and bullocks are considered 
sacred and are worshipped. 

Our slaughter houses are veri- 
table hells on earth. Animals 
are herded -in one room and 
butchered one by one in the 
presence of others awaiting their 
turn. 

Larger animals, which are 
difficult to control, are immo- 
bilised by smashing their head 
with hammer. Their legs are 
tied; and they are felled, and 
subjectedjto acute agony in order 
to subdue and clamp them to 
position for cutting the throat. 

Seeing this dreadful process, 
other animals awaiting their turn 
get terror-stricken and struggle 
to get out of the clutches of the 
butcher. . . 

This psychological pain stresses 
the brain, which gives out valu- 
able hormones which could have 
been otherwise recovered for 
medical purposes. Animals thus 


wallow for hours in the blood,: 


‘urine, dung and other rejects of 
the carcasses of their own kith 


There are about 3000 munici-` 
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and kin. 

In Western countries, animals 
are slaughtered in a way that 
other animals do not see the pro- 
cess. In fact, animais do not 
know about their impending 
fate. They are rested, bathed. 
and led to the ramp where stun- 
ning takes place instantaneously. 
In our slaughter houses they 
smell death for hours and are 
given a preview of their own 
fate to follow. 


The Jutka method of slaughter, 
where the head is severed in one 
stroke, is the least painful to 
animals. But blood, which is a 
carrier of viruses, may clot in- 
side. The Halal method, which 
is practised all over, drains out 
the blood before the animal dies.. 
This takes time and the animal 
has to struggle with all parts of 
its body to facilitate pushing out 
the blood. 

Stunning quietens the animals, 
making it easier to handle them, 
and also enabling: a higher rate 
of slaughter per. hour—essential. 
in large slaughter houses in cities 
where a few thousand are 
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butchered every day. Bleeding 
is ensured as animal is alive all 
through. Pain is reduced. 

Finally, millions of animal 
lovers will have less guilt that 
the inevitable end takes place in 
a humane way and not in a 
beastly barbaric manner as at 
present, 

The least that we can do in 
this land of Buddha and Maha- 
vira is to introduce stunning right 
away. 

Certain sections of the Muslim 
community have opposed stun- 
ning due to some misconceptions. 
But when they are shown that 
conditions enjoined in their 
Scriptures are followed, they 
would certainly agree to stunning, 

Some Muslim countries have 
already adopted Stunning. “Even 
in India, in one slaughter house, 
fe same community has been 
Satisfied that stunning does not 
coniravene any oj the religious 


` stipulations. 


In Western countries, animals 
are transported in specially-made 
vehicles. In our country, they 
are marched—without food and 
water—for miles and miles, up 
to 300 miles in certain cases. In 
the South, cattle from all parts 
cross the high mountains to cater 
to the needs of Keralites. Ten 
to 25 days of walking affects 
quality of meat adversely, as 
animals secrete certain toxic sub- 
stances. 

All along the route they are 
beaten mercilessly in order to 
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keep them close to the kerb. 
Every hoot of the horn from a 
passing motorist means a shower 
of beatings to them. As they 
are tied together in twos and 
fours, many fall down and get 
trampled. 


Unlike slaughter houses out ot 
our sight, these atrocities take 
place in our very presence. 
Muttering a curse, we turn our 
head to the other side to enjoy 
nature's beauty in contrast to 
man’s brutality. 


When we subsidise coal and 
ore movements, should we not 
provide transpert for these ani- 
mals so that animals and our- 
selves are spared of this agony? 
Economic benefit will by itself 
justify this by way of increased 
quantity and improved quality 
of meat, better skin, unimpaired 
traffic and so on. 


Unlike a machine which is 
scrapped when utility is over, 
animals have the same kind of 
feelings and pain as we have. 
Many may not be able to keep 
them alive till their natural death 
due to economic difficulties or 
due to lack of pasture land. After 
all we have appropriated value 
from them, and we certainly owe 
them enough to justify a less 
painful life and death. 

When slaughter houses are 
modernised, recovery of meat 
and by-products will increase 
enormously. This will be dealt 
with in the next article. ogg 
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New Convenience, 
New Styling, 
New Features... 
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THE TIMELESS WA 
BENEDICTION Ø £5, 


BOOHNTKEALS 


—the plaintive anthem 


A. V. ASHOK _ 


JOHN KEATS was born in 1795, 

the son of a  stable-keeper. 
Intending to become a medical 
practitioner, Keats in 1811 bz- 
came an apprentice to a surgeon 
and later registered at Guy’s hos- 
pital, London. Alongside the 
study of medicine he began 
writing poems. 

His first major poem Endy- 
mion, published in 1818, was 
severely attacked. “Back to 
plaster and ointment” was the 


Caustic sentence of some critics. | 


Nonetheless, with undaunted 


fortitude, Keats persevered in his ! 


commitment to poetry. There is 


.a widespread misconception that 
the destructive reviews which L 


greeted Keats at the begin- 
ning of his career as a poet harm- 


ed ‘finn and 
death. 


z 


precipitated his carly 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


ae 


Foe 


30 


Keats was a delicate young 
man of superfine sensibility who 
poured out his soul in a brief 
period of amazing’ creativity. 
The bulk of his try was 
written between 1817 and 1820. 
The year 1819 was Keats’s 
“annus mirabilis” as a poet. 
During that year Keats wrote the 
memorable Ode to a Nightin- 
gale, On a Grecian Urn, On Mel. 
ancholy, To Autumn and To 
Psyche. r 

Wracked by consumption of 
which his mother and brother 
had earlier died, Keats in 1820 
sailed to Italy in search òf health. 
In February 1821 Keats died 
prematurely at Rome at the 
young age of 26. On his tomb 
in Rome was etched the epitaph 
of his composition: “Here lies 
one whose life was . writ in 
water.” Shelley, in his great 
memorial song on Keats, Ado- 
nais, lamented: 

The bloom whose petals nip- 
ped before they blew 

Died on the promise of the 
fruit, is waste. 

In one of his letters Keats ob- 
served: “I think I shall be among 
the English poets after my 
death.” : 

In his early poetry Keats re- 
corded the sensuous richness of 
his response to the luxurious 
beauty of the natural world and 
the cosmos of sensations. He 


. Sported in sensuous. ecstasy in 


“the realm of Flora and old’ 
Pan.” He soon graduated to a 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. FundingBHAMANISSJOURNAL 


vision of the world as “full of 
misery and heartbreak, pain, 
sickness and oppression.” Keats 
sharply apprehended life’s chi- 
aroscuro of sorrow and joy. ~ 

In 1818 Keats developed a 
deep love for Fanny Brawne 
which sadly was to end unful- 
filled. In the poem Eve of St. 
Agnes he richly portrayed the 
tenderness of the retreat of love 
in a harsh world. 

Keats was gifted with the trans- 
cendent faculty to awaken into 
the joy of eternity through the 
agency of Beauty. “A thing of 
Beauty,’ he exclaimed “ is a joy 
for ever.” In the poem Ode to 
a Nightingale, one of the gems 
of English poetry, Keats deli- 
neated the bliss of his brief com- 
munion with an order of timeless 
peace remotely antithetical to the 
change and sorrow-ridden human 
state, through the instrument of 
his empathic rapport with a 
nightingale’s song. Keats could 
break “our mortal bars.” Sur- 
mounting the impediments of 
“self,” time and finitude, he 
could “fade far away” into the 
enclosure of eternity “all breath- 
ing human passion far above.” 

The visions of eternity are 
essentially evanescent. Upon the 
heels of the soaring graduation 
into eternity follows the tragic 
demotion to finite sensibility. 
Keats often bemoaned the bre-. 
vity of the transporting expe- 
riences of liberating release from 
the human condition. 
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sore and crude,” he sighed, “the 


journey homeward to habitual 
self!” : 


“The awakening of average sen- 
: sibility into the Joftiness of salva- 
tionary vision is symbolically 
described in Sleep and Poetry as 
a momentary perception in the 
sky of a ravishing chariot and its 
entourage which stays but for a 
moment. Lamenting the loss of 
the godly vision and the relapse 
into work-a-day dullness the poet 
declares: 
The visions all are fled—the 
car is fled 
Into the light of heaven, and 
in their stead 
A sense of real things comes 
doubly strong 
And, like a muddy stream, 
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would bear along 
My soul to nothingness; but 
1 will strive 

Against all doubtings, and will 

keep alive: 

The ‘thought of that same 

chariot. 

And the strange 

journey it went. 

In Ode on a Grecian Urn 
Keats wistfully argued that life 
is brief though warm, and art 
though permanent is cold. Keats 
quested for a rare order of exis- 
tence which would at once be 
warm like life and permanent 
like art. He called this enter- 
prise “‘soul-making.” He deem- 
ed life “a vale of soul-making.” 
Keats sadly died less than half 
way down the vale of soul-mak- 


ing. oon 
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HOW INDIAN BANK HELPS BUILD YOUR FORTUNE: 


—— TheWhite Revolution : 


d 


Indian Bank 
always finds 
a way to help 
people build their 
fortune —like this 
group of former 
illicit arrack 

distillers, in the 

Red Hills area in 

Tamil Nadu. A group of 
people—desperately in need of rehabilita- 


| 
Fay SABE 
; IO tion. Indian Bank helped them make a 


Pr fresh start in life, 
a a | For these people Indian Bank designed 3 
i 


credit scheme to help them earn a living 
through dairy farming, 


Indian Bank gave a loan of Rs. 1,000/- cach 
initially to 30 members to purchase milch 
animals. They formed a Milk Producers’ Socicty 
and sold the milk to the Tamil Nadu Dairy 
E] Development Corporation. Thus ensuring a 
7 F] regular income. . 
wfJ* Just another instance of Indian Bank providing 
timely heip to a particular group. Yes, there are 
thousands whom Indian Bank has helped to make 
up and earn a livelihood ~- whether Hanjan, tubal or 
ex-law breaker. 
Through its 739 branches spread all over the 
country, Indian Bank has been constantly helping 
people build thei fortune 


Indian Bank — 


. Helps build gour fortune 


HO: 31 North Beach Road 
Madras 600 001 


f 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi ` 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu HOU GHN 


\ 


MHE 
FORTNIGHT 


Worry-Go-Round 


SAVITRIBAI KHANOLKAR 


JF you have ever felt scor- 

ched and thirsty as the 
Earth before the onset of the 
monsoon, if- you have panted 
and cried with all creation for 
the rains, then you would have 
an idea of the way the Grace 
of God descends and the bliss 
it offers. 

When the rains pour in 
sheets the peacocks dance as 
if inebriated, the Kokilas sing 
in glee and everyone utters 
grateful sighs of relief. That's 
how the Grace of God flows 
downward like the blissful 
rains, reviving the. whole 
world. à 

The devotee’s heart is like 
a plant drinking its fill of the 
rain of Bliss. Actually God’s 


Grace like a cool breeze blows 
constantly. So unfurl your 
sails they say and get under 
way! 

When the proper time comes 
His Grace is felt, not before. 
Grace abides within our own 
hearts and our Karma brings 
it up to our consciousness. 
Just as the rains exist in the 
clouds and roam all over the 
earth, the right moment alone 
releases the wind which brings 
the clouds within our range 
to pour down their soothing 
showers. Everything then 
falls into a place. All we 
have to do is throw open the 
gates of the heart and flood 
our being with the flow of 
Love Infinite. 


Grr 
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Our aim should be one, 
our desire one. The rest is 
immaterial. Arjuna saw 
nothing except the eye of the 
bird he was aiming to shoot. 
So his Guru Dronacharya im- 
parted to him more know- 
ledge than he did to the other 
disciples. 
who prove fit who are ripe for 
divine revelation. 

Why should you 
gain truc Knowledge and 
pure Love? Why should you 
yearn for the fecling of His 
Grace? Simple: To halt 
that infernal “Worry-Go- 
Round” that is our temporal 
existence. That endless circle 
of births and deaths upon 
deaths. 


strive to 


— 


Indecd, it is those . 


In order to Know Bliss we 
have to surrender to the 
Lord's Infinite Grace and let 
Him handle our problems and 
lead us to Self-Realization. 

When the Grace of God is 
revealed, you have somewhat 
entered the portals of felicity. 
Your Karma worries you no 
more. The future holds no 
anxicty either. Light and 
darkness aré alike, our con- 
sciousness is out of their 
reach. 

And it is true that one 
doesn’t know Joy at all until 
one tastes of Peace Infinite. 
nor does one know Peacc un- 
lil one surrenders the entire 
being to the Will of God. 
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15th century who made poetry with his warp 
and woof, who was mere concerned with spiritual 
; yearning than with his yarn. He was a Muslim who found 
Ram in his Rahim and poured forth his soul in `` 
pithy, aphoristic “dohas” or “pads,” each a 


DRAWING on his own personal 

experiences as a weaver, or 
as a person persecuted by high- 
caste Hindus or conservative 
Muslims, he transformed his 
. Material into a universal and 
deeply moving philosophy. Small 
wonder, that his personal protest 
became the voice of the dumb 
millions today. 

He is none other than Kabir, 
the first rebel poet and the ear- 
liést modernist in Hindi criticism. 
He is rightly regarded as the 
creator of sacred literature in 
Hindi. He is undoubtedly the 
greatest lyric poet and mystic of 


| 
i 
| 
f 
| 
| 
| 
t 
| 
| There was a poor weaver in India in the 
| 
| 


quintessence of his life experience 


early Hnidi literature. Some 
call him the grandfather of Beat 
poetry in Hindi. Kabir's poetry 
and philosophy left a deep im- 
press for centuries to follow not 
only on Hindi literature but on 
the common man of northern 
India. He exerted great in- 
fluence on the life and literature 
of medieval India at large. 
Kabir regarded human life as 
a passing phase and so, like T.S. 
Elict, was aware of “the horror 
in the handful of. dust.” The 
feeling of this “worm within the 
rose” is well expressed in his 
“dohas” or “pads,” the two-line 
pithy couplets set to music. 
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Kabir shares with the Marathi 
poet, Namdev, the Punjabi poet, 
Nanak, the Telugu poet, Vemana, 
the Kannada poet, Basaveshwar, 
- and the Gujarati poet, Akho, a 


rare kind of catholicity and 
humanism which break all mean- 
ingless conventions of caste, 
creeds or cult. This was all the 
mcre arduous at a time when 
orthodoxy had a firm hold over 
the minds cf the people, when 
rationalism was rare, and an 
attack on established reli- 
gion was deemed the worst type 
of heresy. Kabir found a great 
deal of fraud and falsehood be- 
ing practised in the name of reli- 
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| gion. And he had the necessary 


courage to speak out the truth 
and, what is more, the required 
heroism to suffer its consc- 
quences. 

When he attacked the mean- 
ingless dogmas of his times. 
Kabir, no doubt, became highly 
aggressive, but he was remark- 
ably free from any kind of bitter- 
ness. What makes his poetry 
really great is the depth of his 
personal spiritual experience, his 
ecstasy and agony combined with: 
the dignity cf his thought which 
he seeks to convey in a language. 
sweet and serene, and non-con- 
ventional. He is at his best 
when he is in a mood of divine 
love with the Absolute: 

l shut not my eyes, I close not 

my ears, 

I do not mortify my body; 

I sce with eyes open and smile, 

and behold 

His beauty everywhere, 

In Kabir’s writing poetry and 
Mysticism are interwoven as in 
the hands of a dexterous weaver. 


. The secret of his ever continuing 


greatness as a poet lies in the 
fact that he transcends time and 
place by dint of his larger and 
higher: poetic vision. 

Kabir was not merely a mystic 
who dwelt in his metaphysical 
world but a thorough going social 
and cthical reformer. He had 
the robust and rebellious Spirit 
of a rustic. Like the Buddha, 
he denounced the folly of social 
inequality and the injustice per- 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


NEW INDIA SUGAR 
MILLS LTD. 

~ 9/1, R. N. Mukherjee Road 
zi Calcutta-700 001 


` Factory at: ~ 
HASANPUR SUGAR MILLS 
DIST. SAMASTIPUR, BIHAR 


Manufacturers of : 
PURE CRYSTAL 
CANE SUGAR 


petted in the mame ot caste. 
He ruthlessly ridiculed the ortho- 
doxy of both Hindus and Muslims 
He was a bitter critic of all kinds 
of secretarian and narrow creeds 
and outlook. He was also against 
any kind of luxury and indul- 
gence in intoxicants. He preach- 
ed through his “pads” simplicity 
of living and contentment in life. 
His practical tcachings stress 
strict moral conduct and attack 
superstitious beliefs. 

Kabir’s contribution towards 
bringing about unity and har- 
mony between Hinduism and 
Islam is no less remarkable. He 
tried to bring both of them 
nearer to cach other by criticising 
and attacking the meaningless 
rituals and customs of both, 
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preaching that the ultimate goal 
of both is one and identical: 


To the East is Hari ” 

To the West Allah's abode 

Search thy heart, within the 
inner core, 

Ram and Rahman live. there, 

Like Raja Rammohan Roy. 
he attempted to form a composite 
creed out of the best elements 
of Hinduism and Islam. He en- 
deuvoured to combine the strict 
monotheism of Islam with what- 
ever was best and most deeply 
rooted in the creed of Hinduism. 

Kabir had no guru, teacher or 
mentor to initiate him into the 
metaphysical and spiritual disci- 
pline. His philosophic thought 
was mostly intuitive, and „his. 
spiritual insights were largely 
self-attained. In an ccletic way 
he was combining the best in 
various traditions and in different 
kinds of Yoga Practices. He did 
not deliberately set down any- 
thing in writing: he only sang 
and gave spontancous utterance 
to his overflowing intuitive vision 
which became household maxims 
for generations to come. 

To conclude with Sri Pra- 
bhakar Machwe’s words, “Where 
religions turn into hidebound 
ritualistic codes, where philoso- 
phies turn into more verbal jug- 
glery and linguistic labyrinths, 
where there is a crisis of con- 
science and the leadership is 
lame, Kabir’s poetry serves as a 
great inspiration.” ee 
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Laughter is a daiva sampat. a spiritual gift. Men of 


aasura sampat are non-laughers. 


Among all creation, 


man alone is capable of humour, says the author in this 
essay on humour in the epics, both castern and western. 


HUMOUR 
in the Epics. 


T. R. RaJaGopaLa Alvar 


INDIAN alankarikas have catc- 

gorised rasas—-sentiments or 
emotions of man—as nine: srin- 
gara Or love. veera or valour, 
bhaya or fear, bhibhatsa or re- 


pulsive, adbhuta or wonderful, 
Karuna or pathos, hasya or 
humourous, raudra or dreadful, 


and shanta or tranquil. 

Of these. the animal kingdom 
partakes of only six; the sense of 
humour, wonder and peace arc 
missing in them. Man can be 
described as a laughing being. 
Valluvar, who can be stated to 
be a “Laughing Philosopher,” 
declares: “Unto those who can- 
not laugh, this. great world lies 
Wrapped in gloom even during 
broad daylight” (Kural 999). 
Humour arises out of the incon- 


gruities in life: its gamut ranges 
from the physical pretended tum- 
bling down of the clown in the 
Circus to 

The Spirit of the World 

Beholding the absurdity of 

men, 

Their vaunts, their fears.—-let a 

sardonic smile. 

For one short moment wander 

oer his -lips. 

It follows from this that laugh- 
ter is a daiva sampat, a spiritual 
gift to “sec ourselves as others - 
sce us.” (Burns), a gift to sce the 
play of God in the world, for 
Creation is the exuberant 
sport of God as the Brahma 
Sutras declare. Men of aasura 
sampat are non-laughers, enc- 
mies of laughter, as ‘Meredith 
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dubs them (Essay on Comedy). 
They live in a perpetual hall of 
mirrors, which only reflects their 
petty personalities and blots Out 
the rest of the world. 

Ravana was so much obsessed 
by his own invincible self that 
he was like a ‘sandal tree, terri- 
ble and unapproachable, be- 
cause it had grown in a cremato- 
rium.” Nor did Lanka and the 
rakshasas know the blessings of 
laughter, forthe city lay under 
the heel of the mightiest military 
dictatorship in the world. On 
the other hand, Rama was a 
human being “who was not only 
witty in himself, but the cause 
of wit in other men” (Falstaff in 
Henry the Fourth). 


How do the two great itihasas 
of India deal with this vital hasya 
rasa, the sentiment of humour? 
The short answer is that Valmiki 
was a Margadarsi Maharshi, the 
pioneer who blazed the trail of 
secular poetry in the world; he 
conceived of his work as a grand 
kavya and dealt with- humour 


from its lowest scale to its 
highest. He has given us five 
types: (1) Sophoclean irony, 


(2) practical jokes, (3) the pal- 
. pably absurd, (4) sly and subtle 
humour, and (5) drunken revelry. 
Vyasa was one of the Titans 
of the world, who conceived of 
his work primarily as a dharma- 
cum-moksha shastra. He is the 
prince of casuists, the propoun- 
der of paradoxes and riddles. 
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His Mahabharata being cast in 


.the graver mould of an encyclo- 


paedia has little room for hu- 
mour in detail. It occurs oly 
in two places: the Virata Parva 
is the parallel of the Sundara 
Kanda in the Ramayana. It has 
a unique charm and relish of its 
own. Arjuna plays the clown in 
it. 


Sophoclean irony 


Sophoclean irony has been dis- 
cussed by Bishop Thirlwall in a 
famous essay dealing with the 
Oedipus Rex of Sophocles. But 
chronologically, Valmiki and 
Vyasa gave striking illustrations 
of it earlier, The essence of it 
consists in the protagonist utter- 
ing words, “beckoning doom and 
death voluntarily on himself by 
force of his own words” (Kural 
90-894). Such fateful instances 
are rare in literature. 


In the play of Sophocles, Oedi- 
pus is at the height of his glory. 
He has delivered Thebes from 
the monster sphynx which stood 
blocking the way to the city by 
propounding a riddle and devour- 
ing all who were unable to solve 
it. The grateful citizens confer- 
red the widowed queen on him 
as wife and made him king in- 
place of the former ruler who 
had been slain by an unknown 
assailant while travelling in his 
chariot. But the city suffered 
under a mysterious plague, and 
the oracle at Delphi pronounced 
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that it was duc to the unholy pre- 
sence of the slayer of the king 
whe must be found out and ex- 
peiled. 

Oedipus sent for “blind Tire- 
sias old” (Milton), the unerring 
prophet, who warned the king 
against raking up the matter as 
it would bring untold miscries all 
around. But the king, impelled 
by Hubris, mocked and challeng- 
cd the prophet. He swore that 
he would not rest until he found 
out the regicide, invoked the 
curse of the gods on the perps- 
trator. pronounced him an out- 
cast and declared a sentence of 
ostracism and expulsion on him 
and thus invited retribution on 
himself. For, stung by the king's 
scorn and challenge, Tiresias stat- 
ed that Ocdipus himself was the 
culprit. 

Oedipus took up the investiga- 
tion cn the spot and link by link 
discovered that it was he who 
had unwittingly slain his own 
father in a scuffle on the path and 
marricd his own mother. Shock- 
ed by this, Oedipus plucked out 
his own cyes and wandered over 
Greece led by his faithful 
Gaughter Antigone. Sophocles 
Was the greatest of the Greek 
tragedians; his Oedipus Rex is a 
great and moving tragedy; the 
unconscious irony in the words of 
Oedipus come in all fatuity as it 
impelled by the Furies, creations 
of Greek mythology, who stand 
leering behind, laughing shrilly 
and mockingly. 


4 


Sophoclean Irony in Iihasas 


Now’ let us turn to Valmiki 
and Vyasa. The opening hun. 
dred sargas or the A yodhya 
Kanda in the Ramayana consti- 
tute cne of the greatest pieces of 
tragedy in the world and Valmiki 
shows himself a master of it. 
The episode . of the hunchback 
Manthara is its highlight. Kai- 
keyi, whom Dasaratha, advan- 
ced in years, married, is his 
favourite young third wife. 
She is charming. open-hcarted 
and at first “sees no difference 
between her own son Bharata 
and Rama.” Look how in a few 
minutes such a fine woman is 
converted into. a ficnd of obsti- 
nacy! Manthara played upon her 
vanity and fears skilfully by ap- 
pealing to her self-interest and 
pride, and Kaikeyi became the 
willing slave of the hunch-back 
and resolved to act according to 
her advice. 


As Manthara foresees, King 
Dasaratha proceeds to the cham- 
ber of Kaikeyi on the fateful 
night prior to the crowning of 
Rama as Yuva Raja, Kaikeyi 
casts off her ornaments and -lies 
dishevelled in a dark room. She 
reminds Dasaratha of the two 
boons hc had promised her ear- 
lier and asks him to swear to 
honour his promises, 


“You know that you are very 
dear unto me, but oh! haughty 
one, do you know that there is 
one dearer even than thee? It 
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is that tiger among men, Rama. 
I do swear by that unconquerable 
gone, that foremost among the 
Raghus, that high-souled Mahat- 
ma, dearer unto me than my 
own life; so, freely utter whatever 
is in your mind. Not beholding 
whom even for the short span of 
a muhurta my life will certainly 
cbb away, by that Rama I swear 
that I will faithfully carry out thy 
words.. By that Rama, whom | 
would not exchange for my own 
self or that of my other sons, I 
swear faithfully to carry out thy 
words.” 3 

Thus impelled by fate did 
Dasaratha swear and weave the 
web round himself from which 
he emerged only with the for- 
feit of. his life. For the two 
bocns Kaikeyi wrung from him 
were the banishment of Rama to 


the forest for 14 years and the. 


crowning of Bharata in his stead. 


Sophoclean irony in Bharata 
Parikshit, the son of Abhi- 

manyu, who was protected by 

Krishna while in his mcther's 


- womb, is now king of Hastina- 


pura. He goes hunting and 
shoots a deer, but it runs away. 
Tired and thirsty, he reaches the 
hermitage of Samika, where the 
Sage is sitting in meditation. He 


does not answer the questions of- 


the king, nor does he offer him 
any welcome. Upset by thirst 
and fatigue, his kingly pride. 
Offended, Parikshit puts a dead 
Snake lying nearby round the 
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neck of Samika and returns 
home. 

Sringi, the son of the sage. 
came and, seeing the insult’ to his 


father, cursed that Parikshit 
should die of the bite of Tak- 
shaka, the king of serpents, 


within a week. The sage sent a 
warning to the king to take steps 
to protect himself as best he 
could. The king erected a pillar 
in the midst of a vast and deep 
sheet of water. built an abode on 
it and lived in it allowing none 
to meet him except a few trusted 
ministers. . 

Six days passed without any 
sign of danger and the fateful 
seventh was drawing towards 
Sunset. Just then a band of 
Brahmins ` gained access to the 
king under the guise of present- 
ing flowers and fruits. The king 
broke open a fruit and from it 
emerged a tiny worm which the 
king put on his neck and said in 
mockery. “Let this worm bite me 
if it is Takshaka.” It proved to 
be Takshaka. and it bit the king 
and disappeared. The  slokas 
below explain the Sophoclean 
irony: f - 

“Then the king agreed to re- 
ceive and accept the fruits. Im- 
pelled by Fate and the curse laid 
upon him by the rishi (Sringi), 
he proceeded to eat the very 
fruit in which the snake (Tak- 
shaka) lay hidden. From that . 
fruit, which was being eaten 
issued a tiny worm. The illus- 
trious king picked it up and said 
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‘to his ministers: “Lo! The Sun 
is setting in the west. There is 


NO more fear of poison for me. 


Let the words of the Muni Sringi 
prove true; Let this worm bitce 
me; Let this worm get transform- 
ed into Takshaka; then will all 
things fulfil themselves pro- 
perly.” The ministers, impelled 
by Timc, applauded the king. 
Thus uttering, the king put the 
worm on his neck and burst into 
a fit of laughter. He who was 
on the brink of death and had 
lost his sense of reason and his 
sense of values. Laughingly, he 
got himself bitten by Takshaka. 
Then Takshaka, the Lord of 
Serpents, issuing from that fruit 
offered to the King, quickly en- 
felded him in its coils, emitted a 
big hiss, and plunged its fangs 
into its victim. On beholding 
the plight of their master, the 
ministers wept, overwelmed with 
grief, and the king collapsed as 
if struck by a thunderbolt.” 


Praciical jokes in the Ramayana 
(a) The episode of Trijata 
That Rama is not the scorch- 


‘ing midday sun of Dharma, per- 


fect and unapproachable, but 
entirely human is illustrated by 
two instances wherein he indul- 
ges in practical jokes, a trait 
which softens and endears him 
to us. The first occurs in the 
Ayodhyakanda references are io 
Gorakhpur edition 1-32-29 to 
43). Rama proceeded to distri- 
bute his immense wealth to fitting 
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persons before he left for the 
fcrest. When he had nothing 
left except cows a Brahmin, Tri- 
jata, who was eking out his liveli- 
hood in utter poverty, was urged 
by his wife to approach Rama. 
Trijata came panting in haste and 
asked Rama to help him. The 
latter wanted to poke fun at first 
and treated the Brahmin rather 
lightly. He said, “Throw your 
stick over the herd. You can take 
all the cows included within your 
threw.” Thus spurred, the 
Brahmin made a mighty effort 
and his stick outdistanced that of 
an ordinary man. Rama was 
struck by the hidden tejas of the 
saint. He at once graciously 
apologised and asked the sage to 
name some further boon, but 
like Vamana, the sage proudly 
declared, “I am a Brahmin and 
contentment is the badge of our 
tribe. I do not want anything 
more at your hands.” Thus 
ended the episode which does 
honour to the donor and donec 
alike. : 


(b) Episode of Surpanakha 
“Rama, Lakshmana, and Sita 
were living happily in an ashram 
on the banks of the Godavari. 
Al a little distance from it, Ra- 
vana had established a military 
outpost in India at Janasthan 
under the charge of Khara and 
Dooshana. Surpanakha, the 
widowed sister of Ravana, was 
living with them. She strayed 
one day towards the ashram and. 
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seeing Rama, fell in love with 
him and made immediate over- 


+ tures to him. Rama wanted to 


enjoy a joke at her expense and 
said, “I 
have got a wife Sita who is by 
my side. A better choice for 
you will be my brother Laksh- 
mana, who is unencumbered by 
any woman here.“ The rakshasi 
took his words seriously and 
turned to Lakshmana who point- 


“ed out that he was the servant of 


Rama, and as such she would be 
but a maid servant, and asked 
her to turn to Rama again. Thus 
the brothers bandied Surpanakha 
between them. As I said before 
humour exists not among the 
rakshasas. At last it dawned on 
Surpanakha that the brothers 
were jesting with her and she 
made a dash at Sita to kill her. 
Rama felt that he had carried the 
jest too far and cried out to Lak- 
shmana, who seized hold of her 
and slit her nose and ears and 
brought woes on Lanka and the 
whole brood of  rakshasas 
thereby. 


Humour Due to Incongruity 


The most elementary humour 
has its origin in the patent absur- 
dity and incongruity of two sets 
of circumstances. This gives 
tise to a big burst of uncontrelled 
laughter. Such incongruity is 
well brought out in the Aranya- 
kandam, Sarga 17, lines 9 to 11: 

Surpanaka addressed Rama 
thus: She has an ugly and de- 


cannot oblige you. I 
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formed face, while he has “a 
lovely and charming one; he has 
a slender waist. she has a pro- 
tuberant belly: he has large and 
beautiful eyes, she has frighten- 
ing ones: he has lovely locks, she 
has flaming copper-coloured hair; 
he is charming and attractive, 
she is repulsive and disgusting; 
he has a sweet voice, she has a 
harsh and frightful voice; he is a 
yeuth, she is terribly old beyond 
the count of years; he is the 
speaker of things that are apt and 
appropriate, she indulges in 
words that are low and crooked; 
he is the most just and upright 
of men, she is the transgressor 
of all things right; he is lovable 
and dear unto all, but none likes 
to look upon her. 

‘And such a woman wants 
Rama to fall in love with her! 


Sly Humour in the Ramayana: 

Vatsyayana describes in his 
Kama Sutra that the residents 
of Kosala (Ayodhya) are adepts 
in the arts of signs and tokens. 
Rama is a prince among them. 
There are two or three places 
where the sly humour of Valmiki 
peeps out. ` 

In the Vibhishana Sharanagati 
pertion, Rama calls upon the 
persons in his camp to state 
their views about Vibhishana 
joining them. Sugriva strongly 
Opposes receiving Vibhishana 
and, carried away by his zeal, he 
speaks words which reflect on 
himself. Rama smiles slyly at 
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Lakshmana. Sugriva's words 
are these: 
= “What does it matter if 


Ravana is good or bad? After 
all, he is a Rakshasa and wick- 
ed by birth. Who will not for- 
sake and banish a brother like 


Vibhishana who has no com- 
punction in deserting his 
brother?™ 


Rama heard these words of 
Sugriva, cast his glance on all 
assembled there, smiling at the 
unconscious irony of Sugriva. 
He who was instrumental in the 
death of his brother Vali, was 
now delivering a homily on bro- 
therly love and duties. 

Valmiki has devoted Sargas 
61 and 62 of the Sundara Kanda 
to the theme of drink. A criti- 
cal reader will notice the artistry 
of Valmiki. The plight of Sita 
in the Asckavana excites our 
karuna rasa or sense of pathos. 
Valmiki relieves the tension by 
this drinking interlude. Hanuman 
has succeeded in his mission of 
tracing Sita and the monkeys 
deputed under Angada to the 
south return to their destination 
of Kishkindha. Madhuvana, the 
reputed garden of Sugriva, is on 
the environs of the city. It was 
out of bounds for the menkcys, 
the penalty being death to the 
trespassers. The garden contain- 
ed the biggest apiary. Honey 
in large quantitics is the intoxi- 
cant of monkeys and bears. The 
monkeys longed to taste the for- 
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bidden madhu and their leaders 
unanimously allowed it to them. 

Valmiki portrays the drunken 
antics cf the scarch party under 
Angada and states: 

“There was none in that army 
who did not get drunk: there was 
none who did not bear himsclf 
with insolence and pride.” 

The sargas contain three other 
keen observations of human 
nature. Dadhimukha, a relation 
of Sugriva, is the garden kceper. 
He and his assistants tried to 
drive the _ tresspassing monkeys 
away. Unfortunately, he con- 
fronts Angada who, in his drun- 
ken state, almost sqcezes the life 
out of him. Dadhimukha_ is 
small, dressed in brief authority, 
and confidently assures his assis- 
tants that he has but to go to 
Sugriva and complain, when the 
king would order the immediate 
death of Angada and others 
and they could thereby- taste 
their sweet revenge. But things 
take an unexpected turn. Sug- 
riva judges correctly that Hanu- 
man has discevered Sita and the 
clated monkeys have taken the 
liberty of spoliating the Madhu- 
van, but orders Dhadhimukha to 
return immediately and usher in 
Angada and his troop with all 
honours. Being a courtier, 
Dhadhimukha changes his tune 
and is now all cbcisance to Vali’s 
son and his troop. 

The next point arises when the 
treop approaches and stands be- 
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fore Rama. All the monkeys 
babble loudly as if each one has 
‘jumped across the sea and dis- 
covered Sita. Rama cross- 
questions them and asks them to 
give details. All slink back and 
push Hanuman to the fore and 
request him to speak, for the ex- 
ploit was his alone. 


Humour in the Bharata: 


As stated already, Vyasa is 
full of humour, but in the scheme 
of his epic the occasions for its 
exhibition are rare and far bet- 
ween. It comes out in the 
Virata Parva. The Pandavas are 
all hiding in Virata Nagara. In 
order to detect them and force 
them out of their disguise, the 
Kauravas ask cne of their allied 
kings to attack the city from one 
quarter. As forescen, the army 
of Virata issue forth to meet the 
danger. The four brothers, ex- 
cept Arjuna, join that party. 
Arjuna, disguised as Brihannala, 
a eunuch, stays behind in the 
harem teaching dance and music 
to the inmates. The son of 
Virata, Uttara, is a prince 
brought up in soft ways. 

Durycdhana comes with a 
large army and drives away the 
herd cf cattle belonging to Virata, 
taken for pasture outside the 
city gates. Uttara, safe and 
secure in the midst of. ladics in 
the harem, brags: “Had | but a 
good charioteer, | would issue 
forth single-handed, defeat the 


sr 


entire Kaurava host, and redeem 
my father’s cows! “ Brihannala 


then offers her services and 
Uttara accepts the offer. 
Arjuna, the Avatara of Nara 


and the greatest hero on earth, 
pretends nct to know the several 
parts of the armour and plays the 


‘clown for a while, putting the 


helmet on his feet, and the other 
parts topsy-turvy, exciting ‘laugh- 
ter. He . leaves finally, fully 
accoutred, the perfect knight. 
When the- field of battle is 
reached, the heart of Uthara 
sinks and he begs Arjuna to drive 
him back to the city, weeping 
and wailing, and offering bribes 
to him. 

When Arjuna sternly refuses 
and asks him to plunge: into the 
fray. Uttara jumps off the 
chariot and begins to run away. 
Arjuna jumps after him, seizes 
him, and forcibly compels him to 
drive. Then Brihannala reveals 
that she is Arjuna. Uttara 
thereafter acts as the charioteer. 
and Arjuna, the atiratha that 
he was, confronts the entire host 
and wins a notable victory over 
them. 

Vyasa has portrayed the brag- 
gadocio of Uttara and his 
cowardice, and finally the resto- 
ration of his self-confidence. 
After his contact with Arjuna, 
Uttara changes completely and 
dies the death of a hero in the 
Kurukshetra war. Le ta Ca Ha 
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The right exercise to 


A PECULIAR feature of the 
human mind is its natural ten- 
dency to delve into the mysteries 
of Nature, to brood over the 
causes and cffects of occurrences 
and to scek logical and rational 
explanations for every kind of 
manifestation that confronts it. 
Wisdom is the product of this 
kind of mental cxercise. As 
thoughts fleet over the filter of 
logical reasoning, wisdom would 
percclatc and gradually crystal- 
«lize into a clear screen of clear 
vision enabling the mind to look 
through problems to judge issucs 
judiciously. This is ~Ability.~ 
Experience gained is ability ac- 
quired. : 
ABILITY is a qualitication— 
a distinguishing personal trait. 
But it is not authority. So also, 
authcrity is not ability. Ability 


develop mental muscle 


means the capacity to perform 
and ‘authority means the liberty 
to perform. 

Thus, the urge to perform with 
liberty is exactly what is generat- 
ing the desire for power. Ability 
and authority are the compo- 
nents of power—distinctly ditfe- 
rent in values and estimation. 
Singly they are indeed power- 
ful elements: and in unison, they 
make power perceptible. 

Quality of power depends on 
the measure and intensity of the 
amalgamation of these elements 
in the individual. No wonder 
that it is this power that is shap- 
ing the drama of life and guiding 
the course of human civilization. 

Authority must look for the 
acquisition of ability for achieve- 
ments, and the extent of achieve- 
ments depends not on the seat 
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of power: but on the judicious 
application of power, gauging 
"duly the course of circumstances 
and the nature of elements op- 
posing and siding as well. 

The thirst for power and status 
should be matched by an cqual 
measure of desire and willing- 
ness to shoulder and to discharge 
responsibilitics; or clse it would 
spell disaster. That is why.’ the 
investment of power should be 
after great deliberation and pro- 
per evaluation of the inherent 
tendencies—mental as well as 
physical--of the individuals con- 
‘cerned. 

RESPONSIBILITY is duty, 
and duty is sacred. Life's har- 
mony is enwrapped in its res- 
ponsibilities. Conscientious per- 
formance of dutics makes life al- 
luring and meaningful. Life 
blcssoms in the warmth of love. 
Love cannot survive long if res- 
ponsibilities are ignored or neg- 
lected. : 

LOVE is an 
plicable urge, 
peremptory, 


abstract inex- 
irresistible and 
and hence divine. 


Attuning oneself to Divine Power ` 


is the exalted form of picty and 
the key for perfect, perpctual 
bliss. Love is Divine and Duty 
sacred. Therefore these “two 
should ordinarily go together. 
And yet, they at times clash as if 
vying for superiority. That is 
Maya—the conjuring 
thar clouds the faculties. Man 


influence: 


$< 


should face it as a challenge. as 
an examination, a test to which 
he is subjected to by God. This 
is a situation pregnant with all 
the thrills and perils of a trial— 

a trial master-minded by the for- 
ces of circumstances. To come 
out of this unscathed, man has to 
surrender all his cgo and self- 

interest without reservertion and 

seek counsel with the wisdom.. 
that would then emerge from 

within his soul like a guiding. 

guarding beacon. 

Whether his -considered cal- 
culations induce him to act in 
support of the persuasive claims 
of Love or in upholding the dis- 
passionate demands of Duty, the 
triumph of either at the cost of ` 
the cther is sure to in- 
flict pangs of agony in a gentle 
heart. Under such circumstances 
consolation can be sought only 
in total disenchantment -and 
prayer. Relicf will be found 
casier if one could have the con- 
viction of having acted rightcous. 
ly and without seeking any per- 
sonal gain out of such outcome. 

When confronted by situations 
powerful enough to press upon 
the mind in a way as to cause 
hesitation and perplexity about 
the correctness of the caurse of 
action to be taken, it will be cx- 
pedicnt and excusable to adopt 
the course that would ensure 
maximum good to the maximum 
number of people and check vio- 
lence effectively. 
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PEOPLE at the time of death 
wish to bequeath a legacy in 
the form of buildings or other 
valuable property so that they 
may be remembered by posterity. 
But when Gandhiji died, he left 
behind him only a few unavoid- 
able items of daily use like pens, 
sandals and spectacles. These 
can hardly be called valuable 
unless one has any sentimental 
attachment towards them as 
holy relics. There was, how- 
ever, one more item—the set of 
three monkeys—which may be 
considered an article of luxury 
for the Mahatma who practised 
non-possession to the maximum. 
The three monkeys, which 
Gandhiji left behind, were a 
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miniature reproduction of a 


frieze above the door of the 
royal stable in the group of tem- 


plesat Nikke, a place of pil- 
grimage, about 70 miles from 
Tokyo. It was a custom in 


Japan to keep a monkey in the 
royal stable to'entertain the 
horses. Both these animals are 
supposed to be closer to man in 
thcught and action. Hence the 
Japanese proverb: “The heart 
is like the “monkey while the 
head is like the horse.” 

The frieze at Nikko depicts a 
creeper on which three monkeys 
are sitting. With the hands one 


‘monkey closes its eyes, another 


shuts its ears and the third holds 
its mouth. Their names are 
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Mizaru, Kikazaru and I[wazaru 
respectively. Popularly known 
“in Japan as the Sambiki-saru, 
the three monkeys represent the 
Buddhist teachings on the three 
principal temptations. This wood 
carving was the work of Hidari 
Jingro (1594-1634). 

dIt indeed is a clever idea to 
teach the essentials of a discipli- 
ned life particularly through the 
monkeys which are most mis- 
chievous and restless. But of 
all men Gandhiji did not need 
the three monkeys to remind 
him of the need for self-control. 
He would have remained virtuous 
without such props. Moreover. 
he never cared a straw for the 
costly gifts he was given, and to 
keep anything merely for decora- 
tion was against his principle. 
His favourite maxim was:* Tena 
tyaktena bhunjithah’ (That rce- 
nounced, cnjoy). Then why 
did he keep the three monkeys 
always near his seat? Did he 
read in them more than what 
mects the eyes? 

Every time Gandhiji looked al 
the monkeys, he remembered 
that ,the eyes, the cars and the 
mouth are the chief trouble- 
makers ‘in any society and that 
if these organs of all people 
ceased functioning even for a 
few minutes, the world would be 
peaceful to that extent. There- 
fore Gandhiji vehemently op- 
posed pornography and display 
of obscene pictures. He even 
criticized the language of com- 
mercial advertisements with its 
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sly suggestions of sex, though it 
was more restrained than what 
obtains nowadays. 

Secondly, as a votary of truth, 
he was vigilant in his speech and 
writings (which are unspoken 
dialogues). To fortify himself 
further, he observed fixed days 
of silence. 

Thirdly, he never tolerated 
anyone making obscene remarks 
in his presence. He built a 
fortress, so to speak, around 
himself which Satan could not 
penetrate through any trick and 
the three monkeys were the 
guards of that fort. 

At the same time, the three 
monkeys cautioned him that there 
were yet miles to go to reach the 
pinnacle of purity. Gandhiji 
confessed: “To conquer the 
subtle passiens seems to me to 
be -harder far than the physical 
conquest of the world by the 
force of arms. Ever since my 
return to India | have had ex- 
periences of dormant passions 
lying hidden within me.... | 
have still before me a difficult 
path to traverse. I must reduce 
myself to zero.” The three 
monkeys acted as the lodestar to 
this pilgrim’s progress on the 
road to zero. 

No wonder that Gandhiji call- 
ed the three monkeys his gurus. 
He used te lament that he could 
not get a Guru in the traditional 
sense. Gokhale could become 
only his political guru. Fru- 
strated in his search for a human 
Guru, Gandhiji might have 
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thought that animals could teach 
him something. In this he 
was right because, as Walt 
Whitman says, animals “are so 

lacid and self-contained;... 
Not one is dissatisfied—not one 
is demented with the mania cf 
owning things.” Gandhiji learnt 
much from the three monkeys 
and his admiration for them in- 
creased as he grew older. While 
-touring Noakhali he used to ask 
his visitors: “Do you know my 
vanar gurus?” 

However, Gandhiji made a 
distinction between the set of 
three monkeys and real mon- 
keys. The unsophisticated visitors 
to his hut perhaps thought that 
the monkeys represented Hanu- 
man. Though he was a reverent 
student of the Ramayana, Gan- 
dhiji did not view any monkey 
as Hanuman. When real mon- 
keys. gave trouble at Sabarmati 
Ashram, he declared, to the dis- 
may of the Hindus: “The idea 
of wounding monkeys to frighten 
them away seems to me un- 
bearable, though I am seriously 
considering the question of kill- 
ing them in case it should be- 
come unavoidable.” 

The three monkeys would 
have reminded Gandhiji of the 
episode in the Ramayana where 
Sri Rama builds a bridge across 
the ocean by channellizing the 
super-abundant energies of mon- 
keys. Gandhi also was building 
a bridge—the bridge towards 
freedom. He found to his 
chagrin that his turbulent fol- 
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lowers behaved like monkeys at 
Chauri Chaura and other places. 

To control the overflow of 
their animal spirits, he devised 
the 11. vows, fasting, prayers, 
ashram way of life and other 
constructive activities. He did 
not hesitate to withdraw some of 
his movements even as they were 
becoming successful, when he 
found his followers losing self- 
control and stooping to the level 
of monkeys. 

Gandhiji was aware that if the 
majority of people lost control 
over their eyes, ears and mouths, 
they would become ‘more giddy 
in their desires than a monkey.” 
Such a development would re- 
tard the evolutionary progress of 
the human race towards higher 
stages. Hence he based his 
movements on a spiritual foun- 
dation. His struggle for poli- 
tical freedom is less significant 
when compared tc the moral 
revolution he was trying to usher 
in. In fact, his political move- 
ments were numerically less— 
about one mass movement in 
each decade. He was engrossed 
in arresting the deterioration of 
moral, standards , and in this 
endeavour the three monkeys 
inspired and geaded him further. 

Gandhiji's fertile brain was 
able to associate the three mon- 
keys with his philosophy of non- 
cooperation and non-violence. 
In a speech to the members of 
the Gandhi Seva Sangh, he re- 
marked: “1 wonder if you 
knew the statue of the three 
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` monkeys... eloquently teach- 

ing the world to hear no evil, to 
speak no evil and to sve no evil. 
And: that is the secret of non- 
cooperation." According to 
him, cooperation with British 
Government in any manner, say, 
by admiring its outward pomp, 
believing in its lies and culogizing 
its conduct was sinful. 

To Gandhiji, ahimsa did not 
mean merely abstaining from 
inflicting physical injury. He 
held in greater horror the corrup- 
tion of the soul. Sceing, speak- 
ing or hearing evil are tantamount 
to doing violence to- the eyes, 
the mouth and the ears respec- 
tively. Put ‘together, such a 
misuse of faculties results in the 
disfigurement of the soul. It 
follows, therefore, that a votary 
of ahimsa should imitate the 
three monkeys and keep his eyes, 
mouth and ears under tight con- 
trol. 

One may contend that the 
three monkeys only warn us to 
avcid evil, but offer no recipe 
for eradicating it. It may be 
argued, further, that we can van- 
quish evil only by confronting 
it and not by shrinking away 
from it. But, challenging the 
evil calls for a high degree of 
spiritual maturity which all do 
Not’ possess. If average people 
of doubtful spiritual _ calibre 
„attempt to cembat evil, their 
condition will be like that of a 
man who goes to wash off the 
mud on his body but returns 
smeared with a double crust of 
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slime. While the three monkeys 
set a limit—i.e. abstaining from 
evil—for average persens, they 
indirectly encourage spiritually 
mature persons to transgress the 
limit and fight evil. For many 
are called but few chosen. And 
Gandhiji was one of the chosen 
few. 

It. has become a fashion naw- 
adays to keep a set of the three 
monkeys in drawing rcoms. 
Next to the image of the Buddha 
they are perhaps the most popu- 
lar piece of decoration. But to 
treat them just as a piece at 
decoration, and no further, is a 
betrayal of the three monkeys— 
as also of Gandhiji. LTI oe 
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DHRUVA 
‘ON the banks of the river 
3 Yamuna, at the holy spot by 
name Madhuvana, Dhruva began 
to perform the penance as taught 
by Narada. For the first month 
he lived on the fruits which werc 
found in the forest. The second 
month he sustained himself by 
‘eating grass and dried leaves. 
The third month, only water held 
‘his life in the body. During the 
fourth month he denied himself 
even that. The air he breathed 
was the only food he was taking. 
He was bent on only one thing: 


S TAPAS 

the mantra which he had learnt 
from Narada. Mentally “he re- 
peated the mantra: “Aum 
Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya” 
and this was all that mattered to 
the child who was hardly five 
years old. 

The devas found his tapas too 
terrible. They tried to bring 
obstacles to his concentration. 
Wild animals and serpents and 
even evil spirits were sent to 
frighten the young child. But 
he heeded them not. So intense 
was his absorption that he did 
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not even know that they were 
there. He was intent only on 
his tapas. The three worlds be- 
gan to tremble in fear because 
of it and the devas at last went 
to Narayana. They said: “Lord, 
never has this happened before. 
All living beings are finding that 
they cannot breathe because 
Dhruva is intent on his tapas. 
Please have mercy on us and 
stop this penance.” Narayana 
said: “I will now go to him and 
make him desist from this tapas. 
It has ‘lasted five months. I 
frist bless the child who is my 
bhakta.” ; 
Narayana came to the banks 
of the Yamuna. Dhruva found 
his heart suddenly bereft of the 
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image of the Lord which he had. 
been seeing all these days. He 
was roused from his Samadhi’ 
and when he opened his eyes 
Dhruva found the Lord in front 
of him. The child was cover- 


‘come by the suddenness of it all. 


He looked at the form of the 
Lord as though he would drink 
him with his eyes. He held out 
his arms as if to embrace the 
Lord. His eyes were raining 
tears and his face was wreathed 
in smiles. He fell at the feet of 
the Lord and stood up looking 
at him and still he kept on look- 
ing. His lips moved but he 
could not speak a word. So he 
stood for a while. 

Lord Narayana knew what the 
child wanted. Dhruva wanted 
to praise him but he could not, 
as he knew not the words. And. 
so Narayana gently touched the 
young boy’s cheek with his conch 
which was snow-white and which 
is said to personify the Vedas. 
The moment the conch touched 
his face Dhruva became en- 
lightened. He became articulate. 
His words were those of rishis 
when they talk of the glories of 
the Lord. 

Dhruva said: “I salute you, 
who entered into me and gave 
me the power to speak. My 


- Lord, my power of speech was. 


asleep and. you gave it an 
awakening. You pervade the 
indriyas, the sense organs and 
with your power you give 
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them life. You dre the One 
Truth. You create the illusion, 
Maya and you are the creator of 
the Mahat and Aham tattvas: 
. you have created the three gunas 
and the presiding deities of the 
indriyas. And you enter these, 
all of these and remain in them 
like fire residing inside the arani. 
People who do not know the 
truth about you think this Maya 
to be other than you. Brahma 
was granted the vision which 
made him see the world like a 
sleeper viewing the dream from 
which he is awakened. How can 
anycne forget you, who is every- 
thing? You will rid man of 
births and deaths if he worships 
you. If ignorant men worship 
you and ask favours of you, 
favours like the gratification of 
small desires, then that man is 
really unfortunate since he has 
been well and truly deceived by 
Maya. Having seen you who is 
the Kalpavriksha granting im- 
mortality, if a man asks for plea- 
Sures enjoyed by the mortal 
body, is he not the most unfor- 
tunate amongst men? 

“The ecstasy which one ex- 
periences by thinking on you 
and by listening to stories about 
you: -stories related by your 
bhaktas, is even greater than the 
Brahmi state which is nothing 
but bliss. ; 
- “As for ordinary mortal man 
who exists for pleasure only, he 
is like one sailing in a chariot 
which has been hurled suddenly 


.On you night and 
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to the earth by a sweep of the 
sword named Death: he will 
never know the ecstasy of know- 
ing you. When even the ‘Brahmi 
state cannot equal the joy achiev- 
ed by the thoughts of you, do I 
have to mention the unfortunate 
condition of men who live in the 
world of pleasure thinking it is 
great joy and who die when their 
time comes, like dry leaves fall- 
ing from a tree? Please grant 
me only this: that I will think 
day. And 
grant me the company of noble 
souls who are your bhaktas. In 
the company of such people, 
listening to your glories all the 
time I can become drunk with 
joy. And so I can cross this 
fearful, pain-filled ocean called 
“Birth and Death” without any 
trouble. 

“When a man becomes happy 
in the company of your bhaktas 
he will not think of this perish- 
able body of his nor about those 
who are dear to him. His wife 
and his children and his house, 
wealth and belongings mean 
nothing to him. As for me, I 
have been granted a sight of this 
your form. But I am not able 
to comprehend your form as the 
Ishvara, the cause of the cosmos. 
It is therefore evident that my 
mind is not completely free of 
desires. I am not seeing the 
form of you which is sleeping in 
yoga trance after the great de- 
luge. The entire universe is 
withdrawn into you and your 
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bed is Ananta, the other form of 
Time. Out of your navel is born 
Brahma. | imagine that “form 
Of yours and prostrate before it. 

“J am still the Jivatma and 
you are the Paramatma. You 
are pure and the Jiva is not. 
It is tainted with desires. You 
are knowledge and the Jiva is 
ignorance: Avidya. You are 
life and Jiva is inert. You are 
imperishable while the Jiva 
suffers under the delusicn that 
it is ever undergoing change. 
You are the ancient and the Jiva 
is fated to have births. You con- 
trol the gunas but the Jiva is 
their slave. 

“I salute you who are the 
Brahman, the Purusha, the cause 
of this Universe.” 

Narayana was 
his young worshipper. He said: 

“I know what made you take 
upon yourself this difficult task. 
I will grant you what you want- 
ed then. 1 am assigning for you 
a place which is eternal. 

“I have decided to place you 
in such a way that the sun and 
moon, the seven rishis and the 
stars will move round you. 

“Your father will crown you 
king after he renounccs the king- 
dem and goes in search of peace. 
You will ever be devoted to me 
and to my bhaktas. ln their 
company will be spent all your 
time. You will rule the world 
for thirty thousand years. You 
will perform many yagnyas and 
finally you will sec me again. 


pleased with’ 


palace of Uttanapada. 


` © 


You will reach me ultimately.” 
_ The Lord vanished frem his 
sight and Dhruva was left alone, 
living the moment over and over, 
again and again in his mind. 
The young child thought of- re- 
turning to the city ruled by his 
father. He was glad in a way, 
but his heart was not quite clat- 
ed at the turn of events. He 
told himself: “I have seen the 
Lord, Narayana and his presence 
blessed me. I attained the joy 
which even rishis like Sanaka 
and Sanatkumara have not at- 
tained. Fool that I was I did 
not ask for moksha. It is just my 
misfortune that my. mind was 
clouded. Sage Narada spoke 
rightly when he said: “This is 
not the age to take insults and 


- applause to heart.” I was feolish 


to have disregarded his words. 
The Lord has granted me a boon 
far inferior to Moksha. 1 should 
have asked for release from the 
bondage called life on earth. 
But I did nct do so. My ego, 
evidently, is not completely des- 
troyed and so my mind became 
clouded. -I became a beggar and 
I am ashamed of myself.” 


42 THE CONSTANT STAR 


After he had spoken to Dhruva 
the sage Narada went to the 
When he 
had been welcomed properly and 
given a seat of honour Narada 
addressed the king: “Why do 
you look depressed? Has any 
calamity befallen you or your 
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kingdom?” The king sighed 


‘deeply and said: “I havecbeen 
heartless. Obsessed as 1 have 
been with my love for a woman 
- I allowed my young son of five to 
be driven away from me. He 
is wandering about in the forest. 
Will he not be hungry and 
thirsty? How can his tender 
form bear the difficulties of liv- 
* ing in the forest? He will sure- 
ly be eaten up by the wolves and 
other wild animals in the dread- 
ful forest. He wanted to sit on 
my lap and my blindness was so 
much that it prevented me from 
letting him do so. Hurt by my 
indifference and by the cruel 
words of my wife the poor child 
has left me and gone away. Are 
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you surprised then, that 1 am 
depressed?” 

Narada smiled at him and 
said: “Please stop mourning for 
your son who is protected by 
Narayana Himself. Your son 
will be the greatest among men. 
You do not know the greatness 
of Dhruva. Nor are you aware 
of the future of this ‘Child’ as 
you call him. Your son will 
achieve what the devas have not 
been able to: and, because of 
him, your name will live in the 
world for ever. You will be 
known as Uttanapada, the father 
of the great Dhruvaswami. Do 
not worry. Dhruva will come 
to you very soon.” 

Five months passed and the 
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king was impatiently marking 
time. News reached him that 
his son was returning from the 
forest. With the entire city 
following him the king went out 
to receive the young boy. Suniti 
and Suruchi were with him and 
Uttama, the younger son of the 
king. Dhruva reached the out- 
skirts of the city and the king 
spied him from a distance. 
Jumping out of his 
Uttanapada ran to his son and 
embraced him with tears in his 
eyes. Dhruva fell at the feet of 
his father and cf his mothers. 
Suruchi embraced him and with 
her_voice faltering because of 
emotion she said: “May you 
live long.” 

Years passed. The king in- 
stalled Dhruva as the king and 
abandoned the kingdom for a 
` life of penance in the forest. 
Years later, after ruling the king- 
dom wisely and well, and after 
performnig several yagnyas and 
ashvamedha yaga, Dhruva 
realised that he had ruled the 
earth for thirty thousand years. 
- The words of the Lord had al- 
ways remained in his mind: that 
after thirty thousand years of 
doing his duty as a king he would 
be free to seek comfort at the 
feet of Narayana. 

Dhruva, with a smile of hap- 
piness at the thought of his ulti- 


chariot . 
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mate freedom, installed his son 
on the throne and went to Bada-- 
tikaashrama to perform tapas. 
He was impatient to shed the 
earthly body which was confin- 
ing his atman. He was immer- 
sed in yoga as he was years ago. 
He was blind and deaf to every- 
thing around him. : 

A glowing chariot reached his 
presence and out of it came 
divine beings who were the ser- 
vants of Narayana. He honour- 
ed them and they said: “Years 
ago when you were a child of 
five you prayed to the Lord and 
he granted you a place in the 
heavens: a place higher than that 
of anyone except Himself. Even 
the sun and the moon and the 
stars and the seven rishis will 
make pradakshina to you and 
they will never reach your emin- 
ence. All this other stars and 
planets will alter their course in 
the heavens but you will be con- 
stant, never swerving from your 
place. Please enter the chariot 
and reach your appointed place.” 

As he was about to enter the 
chariot Death came near Dhruva 
and bowing to him said: “My 
lord, please accept me.” Dhruva 
said: “I welcome. you” and, 
placing his foot on the bowed 
head of Death, Dhruva entered 
the chariot. 

—To be Contd. 


The superior man is watchful over himself when he is alone. 
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GREAT 
ARTISTS—41 


JACQUES LOUIS DAVID 


The Doyen of Neo-classicism 


V. K. SUBRAMANIAN 


OHN RUSKIN, the famous art 

critic has made the rather con- 
troversial remark that: “No great 
art ever yet rose on earth but 
among a nation of soldiers,”—a 
view, which Kenneth Clark con- 
siders historically irrefutable. 

Since lasting peace has ever 
eluded mankind and completely 
disarmed nations are still a dis- 
tant dream, Ruskin’s statement 
may not be disputed. Turbulent 
times have, in fact, been con- 
temporaneous with great artists. 

Jacques Louis David, the con- 
temporary of French revolution, 
is an example. 

‘France on the eve of revolu- 
tion made this gifted painter 
draw a parallel from Roman and 


‘Greek history and paint pic- 


tures of classic beauty and telling 
effect,,a violent departure from 
the decorative Rococo Roman- 
ticism, to which eighteenth cen- 
tury European art had fallen a 
prey. 

He used to tell his disciples: 
“you love art too well to occupy 
yourself with frivolous subjects. 
Quick, quick, my friend, turn 
the pages of your Plutarch.” 

David was born in Paris on 
August 30, 1748, the son of 
prosperous parents. At the age 
of 18, he joined the Royal Aca- 
demy and studied under the 
Artist J. M. Vien. He Icft the 
academy in 1774. The same 
year he won the Prix De Rome 
and went to Italy, where he came 
under the influence of Renais- 
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sance Artists like Raphael and 
Leonardo, antigue Roman art, 
‘and Neo-classicists like Winckel. 
mann, Anton Mengs and espe- 
cially Nicolas Poussin and began 
to develop an individual style, 
characteristically his own. 

In 1780, he returned to Paris 
and married a rich lady; Char- 
lotte (who was to come to his 
help when he was condemned to 
death, during the turbulent days 
of the revolution). In 1784, he 
again went back to Italy to paint 


but returned to Paris a year 
later. 
David soon identified himself 


completely with the revolutiona- 
ries and painted a number of 
pictures commemorating its 
herces and martyrs. 

By 1794, he became a promi- 
nent, political personality and 
became the follower of Robe- 
spierre. When Robespierre fell, 
David was arrested, but was re- 
leased, thanks to the devoted 
pleadings of his wife. 

He retired from politics for a 
while, but came back to promi- 
nence again when on November 
10, 1799, Napoleon Bonaparte 
seized power. David, 51 at that 
time, became the new Emperor's 
favourite. Napoleon made him 
the court painter, and commis- 


‘sioned several portraits, includ- 


ing one of his coronation. 
When in 1815, Napoleon fell 
and* Bourbons were restored, 
David was banished to Brussels, 
where he lived (painting portraits 


+ 
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of common people) till his death 
on December 29, 1825. 

Among David's most famous 
works are: The oath of the’ 
Horatii, The  Lictors bringing 
home to Brutus the bodies of his 
sons, (both in the Louvre, Paris), 
The death of Socrates, (in the 
Metropolitan Museum, New 
York), The Rape of the Sabinc 
women (Louvre), Bonaparte 
crossing the Alps (of which there 
are several versions, one of 
which is in Versailles and another 
in one of the German Galleries), 
Death of Marat (in the Royal 
Museum, Brussels), Death of 
Seneca (Petit Palais, Paris), and 
several portraits, the more im- 
portant of which include those of 
Madame Verninac, and Madame 
Recamier (in. Louvre, Paris). 

The oath of Horatii was a 
picture commissioned by Louis 
XVI. It deals with an ancient 
Roman legend of patriotism, in 
which three brothers of the 
Horatii family take an oath to 
settle the war between Rome and 
Alba Longa by fighting to death 
the members of the enemy (Curi- 
atii Clan). The picture conveys 
an intense sense of patriotism, 
which places the country above 
family. When this painting was 
seen by the Italian painter, Pom- 
peo Batoni, he said to David: 
“you and | alone are painters, as 
for the rest, they can jump into 
the river.” 

The oath of the Horatii, is a 
classic landmark in the history 
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of modern art, depicting as it 
does: “heroic courage, paternal 
sacrifice, and womanly grief.” 
In The Lictors bringing home 
to Brutus the bodies of his sons, 
David depicts the story of Brutus, 
the Roman Consul, who sen- 
tenced his'two sons to death, for 
conspiracy to restore the 
monarchy. The painting caught 
the imagination of revolutionary 
France as representing the spirit 


-of the times. 


The death of Socrates, has 
been acclaimed by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, as “the greatest en- 
deavour in art since Michelangelo 


-and Raphael; it would have been 


a credit to Athens in the times 
of Pericles.” 


BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 


The rape of the Sabines, is an 
immense canvas, reminiscent of 
Nicolas Poussin, in which 24 
group of women plead with war- 
ring factions to end the conflict. 
David's picture of Napoleon 
crossing the Alps is also a 
brilliant picture, vibrating with 
energy. 

The new style of painting in- 
troduced by David won several 
adherents, the most noted among 
them being David's disciples; 


Ingres, Gerard, Gros and Isabey. ` 


David’s new style cf art also had 
a profound influence on the dress 
of French women who began to 
adopt the classic styles of dress- 
ing prevalent in ancient Rome 
and Greece which David popu- 
larised. 

David may be accused of shift- 


ing political attitudes. From a 
“Guillotine Artist,” he became 
1 “Court Painter” of royalty. 


His revolutionary fervour gave 
place to adulation for royal pomp 
and splendour. But we are con- 
cerned with David, the artist and 
not David, the politician. There 
is no denying his towering great- 
ness as a painter. 

Nostalgic dreams of Republican 
Rome and Periclean Greece, 
Italian impact of high Renais- 
sance art and the turbulent times 
in which he lived combined to 
produce in the immortal works 
of Jacques Louis David, a classic 


į Simplicity, a refreshing depth of 


vision and disquieting drama. 
oga 
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The 70th birthday of Dr. B.N.K. Sharma, who combines a solid back- 
ground of traditional Shastraic learning with the highest modern academic 
attainment, is. being celebrated in Bombay on June 17, at an impressive 
function organised by an influential Committee of Hosts, at the NKES High 
School, Wadala, with H. H. Pejavar Math Swamiji presiding. 


¢ The Bhavan has had the privilege of publishing three of Dr. Sharma's 
major works—‘Madhwa’s Teachings in His Own Words”; “The Philosophy 
of Sri Madhvacharya”; and “Brahmasutras and Their Principal Commen- 
taries: A Critical Exposition”—and we whole-heartedly join Dr. Sharma's 
friends und well-wishers the world over in wishing him a life span of 
hundred years, full of joy and fulfilment, as envisioned in the Vedas. 


Here is an appreciation of the many-faceted personality of Dr. Sharma 
by a scholar of repute. 


DR. B. N. K. SHARMA 


the Seasoned Septuagenarian 


M. R. GOPALACHARYA 


SRI MADHVACHARYA has 
i è bequeathed to posterity a 
BOC system f philosophy which is as 
LA 4: gloricus as it is profound, as- 
= profound as it is sound, as sound 
as it is dynamic, as dynamic as 
it is practical and as practical as. 
iN it is inspiring. 
ih This philosophy of Madhva- 
À charya was elaborated and ex- 
i j pounded by mighty intellects like 
| ; Sri Jayatirtha and Vyasatirtha 
A a | and still later by a host of rc- 
/ nowned scholars who have 
hd written innumerable treatises, 
EA brochures, and large volumes in 
Sanskrit to amplify, annotate. 
interpret, clarify and expound 
the immortal work of the Muni- 
traya—Madhvacharya, Jayatirtha 
and Vyasatirtha. 
Dr. B.N.K. Sharma This mighty philosophy would 
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; Bharatiya Vidya B 
RAJENDRA: PRASAD INSTITUTE OF 
COMMUNICATION AND AGEMEN 


Colleges At 
Bombay (Chowpatty & Andheri); - New Delhi - Bangalore - Ahmedabad - 
Madras — Cochin ~ Guntur - Hyderabad - Mangalore- Baroda - Chandigarh- 
Trichur = Belgaum - Bijapur - Vijayawada - Nagpur - Jabalpur. 

ONE YEAR DIPLOMA COURSES 

(With classes conducted in the evening) 
Government-Recognised Diplomas 


JOURNALISM — PUBLIC RECATIONS — MARKETING AND SALES 
MANAGEMENT — INDUSTRIA] RELAT! IONS AND PERSONNEL 


MANAGEMEN 
Other Diplomas 


ADVERTISING AND MARKETING — BUSINESS — WA NASEMENID — 
TOURISM AWN TRAVEL MANAGEMENT XPORT-IMPORT 
MANAGEMENT — BANKING — BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION _- 
MATERIALS MANAGEMENT = 
AND 
BOOK PUBLISHING 
(By Correspondence) 


Also Diplomas in 


PRINTING TECHNOLOGY—(Two Years) and 
PHOTOGRAPHY—(Six Mont#s) 

NEW TERM STARTS FROM JULY 1979 

Admissions to Communication and Management Courses are open to Graduates 


and sponsored can 


Minimum qualification ex SES of those seeking admission to Printing and 
Photography Courses is Matriculation or its equivalent. 


Apply Immediately for: 


Admission Form and Prospectus by sending Postal Order for Rs. 6/- 
(Rupees Six) Payable to Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay. 


BHAVAN’S 
PRANLAL DEVKARAN WNANIEE COLLEGE OF 
COMMUNICATION & MANAGEMENT, BOMBAY 
Kulapati K. M. Munshi Mare, Bombay-400 007. 
PHONES: 356057 — 351461 
(Office Open from 2-00 to 8-00 p.m.) 
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have become a forgotten chapter 
in the modern world if early 
pioneers like the late C. M. 
Padmanabhachar and Dr. Naga- 
raja Sharma had not come for- 
ward to revive enlightened pub- 
lic interest in it by their writings. 

The mantle of these early 
pioneers has rightly fallen on the 
shoulders of Dr. B.N.K. Sharma. 
His role in founding an era of 
Research in Dvaita literature and 
philosophy and in interpret- 
ing and in publicising it during 
the last four decades has un- 
doubtedly been the most impor- 
tant and effective one. 

Born in 1909 of a noble illus- 
trious Pandit family of Coimba- 
tore, Dr. Sharma was bred and 
brought up in the pure atmos- 
phere of Sanskrit learning. Even 
in the early years of his life, he 
took to Sanskrit as a duck takes 
to water. He studied Sanskrit 
literature, grammar, the six sys- 
tems of philosophy and, during 
his college and post-college 
days, he studied Vedanta Shastra 
under the reputed Pandit Vayyur 
Srinivasacharya. He often used 
to come to my Vidyaguru, Sri 
Satyadhyana Tirtha, the Pon- 
tiff of the Uttaradi Mutt and the 
most renowned Saint-philosopher 
of his time, fer clarification of 
knotty, ticklish and vexed pro- 
blems of comparative philosophy. 
It is in this connection that my 
acquaintance with Dr. Sharma 
goes as far back as 1933. 

His curiosity to understand 


Digitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 
9 


79 


things in their proper perspective 
is almost irrepressible and insati-- 
able. He has, I can very well 
Say, dedicated the best part of 
his life—nay, all his life—to the 
proper understanding and autho- 
titative assessment of the philo- 
sophy of Sri Madhva. For this 
he is ever prepared to forgo his, 
meals, sleep and other necessa- 
Ties of life. 

Dr. Sharma has had a brilliant 
academic career at the Presi- 
dency College, Madras, from 
where he secured his Master's 
Degree in Sanskrit. But his 
studies did not end there. His 
deep love of Sanskrit lore and 
his absorbing interest in Indian 
philosophy led him on to under- 
take a far-reaching and compre- 


BHARAT SUGAR MILLS LTD. 
9/1, R. N. Mukherjee Road 
Calcutta-700 001 


Factory at : 
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DIST. GOPALGANJ, BIHAR 


Manufacturers of : 


PURE CRYSTAL CANE 
SUGAR , 
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hensive project of research work 
in Dvaita literature and philo- 
sophy and the publication of 
their results for the benefit of 
thousands of readers in English. 
He is still at it, although it has 
brought him the highest of laurels 
of academic distinctions like the 
Ph.D. and D. Litt Degrees of the 
~ Madras and the Bombay Univer- 
sities as well as the prized 
- Sahitya Akademi Award, one 
after another. 

Before Dr. Sharma came and 
settled down in Bombay in 1953, 
as the Head of the Dept. of 
Sanskrit and Ardhamagdhi_ in 
the Ruparel College, (Bombay 
University), he had already 
taught at the Annamalai Univer- 
sity (Chidambaram), the Sanskrit 
College at | Tiruvaiyaru, as also 


Gram : “RAJMILLS” 


at several other well-known edu- 
cational centres as at Dharwar, 
Udipi, Kumta and Punjab. 

Dr. Sharma is a man of sound 
principles, profound scholarship, 
solemn purpose, serious concern, 
cool judgment, studious habits 
and a very simple way of life. 
If a stranger were to look at 
Dr. Sharma in the latter’s un- 
orthodox and unassuming dress, 
he would not get the impression 
that Dr. Sharma is a Pandit of 
the old school and a Professor 
of his eminence. But his physi- 
cal contcurs, his prominent fore- 
head and his tall build combine 
to suggest to any one that he 
must be a man of great parts, 

I wish the great 
fresh lease of life accompanied 
by health, vigour and vitality. 


Bonk 
UIL 


Phones : 52 & 82 


BRINGING THE WEAVE OF PROSPERITY 
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Bore 


TO THE DILIGENT HANDS OF THE WEAVERS 


RAJASTHAN TEXTILE MILLS 


BHAWANI MANDI (RAJASTHAN) 
(Prop.: SUTLEJ COTTON MILLS LTD.) 
MANUFACTURERS OF SUPERB QUALITY YARNS OF ALL TYPES. 


‘SYNTHETIC AND BLENDED — GREY AND DYED BOTH COTTON 
— GREY, ‘BLEACHED & MERCERISED STAPLE — BRIGHT LAS) 
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' the woman that her sons would 
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nt recounting 

here took place in 1961, 

when I was at Manipal where 

Shri T. A. Pai, the then Manag- 

ing Director of Syndicate Bank 
Ltc., was also residing. 


One fine morning when I was 


„with Shri Pai, an elderly widow 


walked in, and her woebegone 
face gave a clear indication that 
she was deeply distressed. On en- 
quiry she told Shri Pai that both 
her sons who had successfully 
completed their V and VI 
Forms by procuring ranks 
in their Local High School at 
Parekal, were insisting on the 
continuation of their studies. 
She could not afford the school 
fees and the expenses on books. 
So she wanted them to quit the 
schcol immediately and seek 
employment in a tea-shop so that 
it may enable her to solve the 
problem of their maintenance, 
which she found hard to manage 
with her meagre resources, she 
being the only adult member in 
the family. : 


On hearing this pathetic epi- 
sode, Shri Pai, who. was in his 
private dress wearing only a 
Lungi (Munda) and half shirt, 
went in silently and brought out 
his car and asked me to join him 
to go to Udipi, where he handed 
over the list of books given 
by the woman, to the local book- 
seller asking him to send two 
sets of books together with the 
He informed 


RECALLING 
ACOOD DEED 


receive books by that evening 
and that the school Headmaster 
would be receiving their monthly 
fees regularly from him there- 
after. The woman with tearful 
eyes expressed her gratitude and 
left the place obviously over- 
whelmed with joy. 

Whenever I remember this in- 
cident, the thought invariably 
comes to me—when life is short, 
can’t we make it sweet through 
goodness towards all? : 

As Rajaji had said, “Happi- 
ness may come in many ways. 
But it always comes when one 
has done something for another 
and it has done good and when 
the other is glad. It does not 
come when one does some thing 
for oneself.” 


—R. D. Shanbhag, 
Abhang Apartments, 
Dombivli (East), Bombay. 
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FACILITIES TO 
PILGRIMS IN THE 
QUEUE HALLS 


The Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams have made several innovations in the 
Daily Seva Timings in the Tirumala Temple to reduce the waiting time of pilgrims 
in the Qucuc halls. At the same time the following facilities are available to 
pilgrims so that their waiting in the Queuc halls is not tedious : 


Hygienic, airy, large queue halls provided with overhead fans. 

Catering inside the halls by the Coffee Board. 

Sale of food packets at reasonable prices, 

Sale of pure milk by the Andhra Pradesh Daily Development Corporation. 
Sale of T, T. D. Pictures and other publications. 

Toilet facilities even in the queue lines. 

Closed circuit T V Programmes. 

Relay of Devotional programmes, Music, etc. 

A dispensary with a qualified doctor in attendance. 


Cloakroom facilities so that pilgrims don’t have to carry the luggage with 
them all along the queuc. Facilities to deposit chappals at the entrance 
of the queue halls. 


A Peishkar Grade Officer posted at the entrance to the temple (Mahad- 
waram) to prevent malpractices by dalalis, touts, etc. and to receive and 
attend to complaints. 


A Peishkar Grade Officer to look after the comforts and facilities of the 
pilgrims in the queue halls. 


P. V. R. K. Prasad 1.a.s. 


Executive Officer 
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams 
TIRUPATI 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


JUNE 17. 19igitization by eGangotri and Sarayu Trust. Funding by MoE-IKS 


APPEAL FOR FLOOD RELIEF 
BEFORE it could recover from the 
ravages caused by the cyclone and 
tidal waves of late 1977 the State of 
Andhra Pradesh has been shattered 
by another cyclone causing countless 
deaths and massive destruction of 
land and buildings in the districts of 
Nellore, Prakasam etc. 

Ever since the occurrence of the 
catastrophe the Ramakrishna Mission 
has been making all-out efforts to 
supply articles of primary need to 
the sufferers who have been rendered 
helpless as also homeless. Through 
the columns of the Bhavan's Journal 
the Ramakrishna Mission makes an 
appeal to the readers to help it in 
its humble efforts to serve the afflicted 
people of Andhra Pradesh by send- 
ing donations by cheque, bank draft 
or cash to Ramakrishna Mission. 
Ramakrishna Mission Marg, Khar 


(West), Bombay-400 052. 
Cheques and drafts are to be - 
drawn in favour of Ramakrishna 


Mission, Bombay. 


ture, 


literature 
Leningrad has a long history of over 


and languages in 


150 years. Today, it is mainly con- 
centrated at Leningrad’s branches of 
Institutes of Oriental- Studies. of 
Ethnography and of Linguistics, 
«affiliated with the USSR Academy of 
Sciences. In addition, great contri- 
butions are being made to this science 
by Leningrad University and the 
Hermitage State Museum. Lenin- 
grad Indologists presented papers in 
the 4th World Conference on San- 
skrit studies held in GDR in May 
1979, 

. The largest groups of Indologists 
who work at the Institute of Oriental 


Studies Section of South and South- 
East Asia. are mainly involved 
in studying the traditions of Indian 
culture and its impact on neighbour- 
ing countries. ; 

Very interesting and important in 
this field are investigations of the 
ancient Indian epics. Leningrad 
scholars are continuing the transla- 
tion of “Mahabharata” into Russian 
begun by V. Kalyanov some 40 years 
ago. At present Kalyanov is engag- 
ed in the translation of the “Drona: 
parva.” In the autumn of 1978, 
two young Sanskrit experts, S. Neve- 
leva and Ya. Vasilkov, candidates of 
philological sciences, completed the 
“Karnaparva,” their second work 
after the translation of - “Aranyaka- 
parva.” The “Karnaparva,” features 
the strife between the Kauravas and 
the Pandavas. The translators had 
some difficulty in describing the 
battle scenes. but managed to find 
a suitable form of rendering the ori- 
ginal in Russian. They maintained 
its distinctive flavour and avoided 
monotonous narration. ~ 

Apart from translating the epics, 
S. Neveleva and Ya. Vasilkov do in- 
tensive research which is no less im- 
portant than the translation. They 
are working on a monograph “The 
Ancient Indian Epics.” 

In 1978, E. Tyomkin, an expert in 
the theory of Sanskrit poetry, and 
V. Erman, Assistant Professor at 
Leningrad University and a specialist 
in the history of Sanskrit literature, 
published “The Three Great Legends 
of Ancient India,” a book consist- 
ing of the tales about Rama (based on 
“Ramayana”) and Krishna (based on 
“Bhagavata” and the key story of 
“Mahabharata”). Its 90,000 copies 
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were sold out in no time, which 
vividly demonstrates Soviet readers” 
lively interest in traditional Indian 
culture. These authors will be pro- 
ducing another edition of their pre- 
vious book “The Myths of Ancient 
India” this year which was first pub- 
lished in 1975. V.. Erman has com- 
pleted his new book entitled “His- 
tory of Vedic Literature.” His pre- 
vious book “Kalidasa,” published in 

1976, won a contest in University 
for the best research paper. 

Research in the subseqyent deve- 
Jopments of Indian culture and lite- 
rature is based on medieval literary 
manuscripts. B. Kuznetsov, candi- 
date of philological sciences, is 
studying Jnanadev's Jnaneswari, the 
first significant work in Marathi lite- 
rature (13th century). He intends to 
complete this year the translation of 
its first 12 chapters giving his own 

. commentary. N. Gafurova, candidate 
of. philological sciences, continues his 
detailed research on Kabir. T. 
Posova, candidate of Historical 
Sciences, works on “Markandeya 
Purana.” o 

Besides, scholars continue to inves- 
tigate the unique Sanskrit manu- 
scripts (from Central Asia) in the 
collections of the Leningrad Institute 
of Oriental Studies. Recently M. 
Vorobyova-Desyatovskaya completed 
for publication a specific “Book of 
Services” of a Buddhist pilgrim 
monk. Excavated in the Turkmen 
SSR in 1965, the 1,500-year-old or 
so manuscript written on thin birch- 
bark sheets is a collection of syno- 
pses of several important Buddhist 
essays and extracts. 

V. Rudoi is investigating the 
terminology of Vasubhandh's “Abhi- 
dharmakosh,” an important philo- 
sophical essay of Northern Buddhism. 
He is making a comparative analysis 
of the monument’s Sanskrit text and 
its Tibetan and Chinese translations 


and valuable ancient commentaries. 
Postgraduate A. Paribok has started 
work on “Milindapanha,” a literary 
and philosophical monument of Pali 
Buddhism. m 

In 1978, V. Rudoi and Univessity 
Assistant Professor T. Katenina did 
a great deal of work on the ancient 
Indian theory of grammar and 
semantics. Their articles on this 
topic will be included as chapters in 
“The History of Linguistic Trends of 
the Ancient Times and the Middle 
Ages,” prepared by Leningrad’s In- 
stitute of Linguistics. 

Leningrad scholars have begun 
work on a collective monograph cen- 
titled “Grammar Categories in Indo- 
Iranian Languages.” In .1973, Ye. 
Kryuchkova completed her thesis for 
doctorate on the history of Bengali 
verb (finite forms). K. Chizhikova 
studies Bengali: lexicology based on 
Rabindranath Tagore’s works. 

Social and historical themes are 
presented in T. Selivanova’s “Kash- 
mir in the Middle Ages” which is 
based on Kalhana’s Sanskrit chroni- 
cles “Rajtarangini.” 

A group of scholars led by Yu. 
Knorozov, Doctor of History, spe- 
cialising in deciphering historical 
written systems, is involved in inves- 
ligating proto-Indian written langu- 
ages, and this problem holds special 
place in ‘their collective work being 
prepared in ‘conjunction with Indolo- 
gists B. Volchok and M. Albedil. 

The Leningrad branch of Khudo- 
zhestvennaya Literature Publishers 
brought out a collection of Yashpal's 
stories entitled “One Cigarette” last 
year. N. Tolstaya is associated with 
such publications. On the ‘ve of 
Prem Chand’s centenary, which is to 
be celebrated this year, the Publishers 
will print a collection of his works, 
with several having been translated 
into Russian for the first time. V. 
Balin, Head of the Department of 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


Di 


PEE AA IA 


xy 
: 


om 


Indian Philology at Leningrad Uni- 
versity is guiding this work. 

Over the” past few years scientific 
contacts between Leningrad and In- 
dian. scholars have continued to ex-. 
pand. Recently Shri Nurul Hasan, 
a prominent 
member ‘of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences, visited Leningrad. A dis- 
play of Indian miniatures from the 
Delhi National Museum at the Her- 
mitage was a big event in the cul- 
tural life of Leningrad. N. Gurov, 
a Soviet Dravidianist and Assistant 
Professor at Leningrad University, 
returned from Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu. P. Barannikov was on 
a 90-day visit of Northern India. 
Leningrad Indologists took an active 
part in the 4th World Conference on 
Sanskrit Studies, held in Weimar 
(GDR) in May this year. Soviet 
scholars from Leningrad will present 
their papers. 


DR T. M. A. PAI DEAD 


DR. T.M.A. PAI, a well-known 
educationist, a noted physician and a 
famous banker died at Manipal on 
= May 29, 1979, aged 82. 

A self-made man, it was through 
scholarships that Dr. Pai managed 
to complete his education. After 
graduating from the Madras Medical 
College in 1925 he started his medical 
«practice and founded a nursing home 
as well as a nursing school. Later he 
joined his elder brothers in founding 
the Canara Industrial and Banking 
Syndicate in Udupi and also an in- 
surance company—the Canara Mu- 
tual Assurance Company Limited. 

Dr. T.M.A. Pai was instrumental 
in placing Manipal on the educational 
Map of India. The Academy of 
General Education, the Kasturba 
Medical College and Hospital, the 
Engineering College of Manipal, the 
Udupi Law College and the Mahatma 
Gandhi = College—institutions of 
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national fame established by him— 
will ever remain monuments to this 
great son of Manipal. 

Dr. Pai combined in his person 
an unusual talent for business, a rare 
ability to deal with people and win 
them over to his point of view and a 
bulldog quality of determination to - 
make a success of anything he under- 
took. 

Bhavan dips its flag to mourn the 
death of this multi-faceted genius 
who was Bhavan’s friend and well- 
wisher., 


POPE ON RUSSIAN TY 


SOVIET UNION created history by 
telecasting on June 3 Pope John Paul 
Il’s recent visit to his native land— 
Poland—under the International 
Panorama Programme which showed 
a film of the Pope arriving at the 
Warsaw airport. > 

Tens of thousands of people wel- 
comed the Pope when he landed at 
Warsaw by helicopter and on the 
third day of his visit he celebrated 
Mass at Poland’s holiest shrine—the 
Monastery of Jasna Gora—which 
houses the Icon of the ‘Black 
‘Madonna. 

BBC's correspondent, reporting on 
the tour, said the Pope believes that 
he has a mission to bring the Chris- 
tians of Eastern and Western Europe 


closer together. 
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A concert to ee the carat Punyatithi Samaroha of the late cares 
Chidanand Nagarkar who was Principal of Bhavan’s Sangeet and Nartan 
Shikshapeeth from 1946 to '71 was held at Bhavan’s Gita Mandir on 

Ley 27, 1979. 

ns} Kumari Rajakumari Goel who was a 
student of Bharatiya Sangeet and 
Nartan Shikshapecth of Bhavan had 
| her Arangetram on March 22, 1979 
Aunder the able guidance and inspira- 
tion of her Guru Shri S. K. Rao. 


The Upanayanam of Chi. Ranjan, 
son of Shri N. Krishnamurthy of 
| Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, 
j|- celebrated at Bhavan’s College cam- 
pus on April 29, 1979, was largely 
attended by relatives and friends. 


WV 


DR. C. P. RAMASWAM 
bestrode the political, intellectual 
und cultural arena of India in its 
immediate pre-Independence and post- 
Independence epochs—spanning a 
period exceeding sixty years—like a 
colossus. 

Many who knew him closely 
were not aware that he graduated 
with gold medals in Mathematics, 
for his prodigious erudition in English 
Literature and History made them be- 
lieve he wasan English Literature 
Graduate. His keen _ perceptivity 
made him a profound student of 
human nature and that enabled 
him to choose the right men to im- 
plement the many projects for which 
he had often to struggle to get an 
alien administration’s green signal. 
He was essentially a man of action 
and sized up the loquacious non- 
performer with a speed, that chag- 
rined the individual, so unmasked 
and put aside. 

His impish sense of humour never 
deserted him and contributed to cn- 
rich his sunny and optimistic tem- 
perament. His lectures, his convoca- 
tion addresses, his prefaces to many 
‘books and his thumb-nail sketches of 
many contemporaries -mark him out 
as a penetrating thinker, abiding 
humanist and a discriminating well- 
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wisher of the young 
working career-seeker. 


He was keenly alive to the need 
to build bridges not only between the 
East and the West, but between the 
old and the young. In short, harmo- 
nizing was a major: cultural motiva- 
tion of his life though he was always 
ready to don the mantle of the gladia- 
tor in any amphitheatre of comba- 
tive discussion on live political or 
administrative issues. His early 
brilliance as a lawyer has been testi- 
fied to by many a contemporary. 
The lucidity of his presentation com- 
bined with astuteness of dialectic 
skill elevated him to the leadership 
of the Madras Bar when he was still 
quite young. 

He was appointed Advocate-Gene- 
ral when he was 41. By then, he 
had served under Dr. Annie Besant 
as Secretary of the Home Rule Lea- 
gue and later as Secretary of the 
Indian National Congress along 
with Jawaharlal Nehru. -He was in 
turn elected to the Corporation of 
Madras, the University of Madras and 
the Legislative Assembly of Madras. 
and later on to the Central Legisla- 
tive Assembly and the Council of 
States at Delhi. He was also for 
some time Honorary Editor of “New 
India" when Dr. Besant was interned. 

He represented India at the Lea- 
gue of Nations twice, first when he 
was member and later Vice-President 


and hard- 


‘of the Executive Council, Madras and 


later was the sole Indian delegate 
to the World Economic Conference. 
He was a delegate to the I and IIL 
Round Table Conferences in London. 
‘He acted as Member of the Viceroy’s 
Executive Council once in 1931 as 
Law Member and on a second occa- 
sion as Commerce Member in 1932. 
He was, for the third time, Executive 
Council: Member for Information and 
Broadcasting in July-August 1942 
during Lord Linlithgow’s Viceroyal- 
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ty, but resigned after about three 
weeks in office due to disagreement 
with the Government of India and 
donated his pay cheque to be used 
for Red Cross work during the War. 


After Independence, he was a 
member of the Press Commission 
and Chairman, (1) of the Punjab 


Commission; (2) of the National Inte- 
gration Commission; (3) of the Hindu 
Religious Endowments Commission 
and (4) of the University Grants 
Commission. He was the Founder 
Vice-Chancellor of the Travancore 
University (now Kerala University) 
and later on Vice-Chancellor of the 
Annamalai and Banaras Universities. 
He was one of the Founders of the 
Indian Bank started soon after the 
Arbuthnot crash and was also Foun- 
der of the YMIA Madras along with 
Dr. Besant. 


Dr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar who 
lived to be 87 years and at that age, 
undertook a trip to London all 
alone to garner material for his work 
“The History of my Times” has left 
many legacies—in terms of public 
utility undertakings like Hydro-elec- 
tric Dams and Industrial enterprises. 
Indeed any one of the Hydro- 
electric Schemes he initiated would 
have entitled any one to a niche in 
the Hall of Fame, as they included 
Mettur and Pykara. and Lower- 
Bhavani in Madras: the  Pallivasal 
and Periyar Schemes in Travancore 
apart from the various industries set 
up by him. He was responsible for 
initiating the Cochin and Visakha- 
patnam Harbours expansion schemes. 
He initiated the Thungabadhra Pro- 
ject in the then composite Madras 
State but could not proceed further 
as a result of the intransigence of 
the then Government of the Nizam 
of Hyderabad. 


He was the earliest to plead for 
the linking of the great, rivers of 
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India and in particular for the 
Ganga-Kaveri Project. “At the re- 
quest of the Planning Commission, 


. he submitted a plan for this vroject 


in the fifties. a 

A most vital social reform mea- 
sure for which he made himself res- 
ponsible was the Temple Entry Pro- 
clamation of the Maharajah Sri 
Rama Varma of Travancore, hailed 
by Mahatma Gandhi as an epoch- 
making measure (vide “Epic of Tra- 
vancore”—Mahadev Desai). How 
forward-looking he was could be 
known from the fact that in his 
time, he took steps to organise 
Aeronautical Studies and Space Re- 
search. 


But he has also left 
less liable to decay—a wealth of 
ideas on Indian Philosophy and 
Politics, on art and ways of personal 
life, which his many admirers have 
sought to’ perpetuate and to the ex- 
tent possible institutionalize, how- 
ever imperfectly in the Dr. C.P. 
Ramaswami Aiyar Foundation. 


The Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar 
Foundation was established in 1966 
within a month of the passing away 
of Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar. The 
Foundation has so for initiated the 
establishment of Thought and Culture 
of India and brought out a Journal— 
“Voice of Samanvaya’. It has also 
established a non-formal educational 
institution under the name of Seetha- 
lakshmi Vidyalaya, for educating the 
young and old in Sanskrit and other 
classical literature. 


something 


Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar's 
eldest son, Shri C.P. Pattabhi 
Raman, _Barrister-at-law and former 


Union Minister of Law & Company 
Affairs, donated his residence “The 
Grove," where Dr. C.P, Rama- 
swami Aiyar spent the best part of 
his life, along with the library, to 
the Foundation. Shri Pattabhi 


CCO. In Public Domain. Sri Sri Anandamayee Ashram Collection, Varanasi 


ten ee eee ee eens - 


. 
i 


Raman’s two daughters, Srimathi 
Lakshmi SUbramanyam and. Srimathi 
Padmini Balagopal have donated 
valuabje land belonging to them in 
the “Spacious compound. The Foun- 
dation at present owns about 32 
grounds of land around “The Grove” 
at the junction of Mowbrays and 
Eldams Road in the heart of the 
city of Madras, which is available 
for further development. 

Sanskrit classes and lectures in 
Tamil and English on religion and 
Philosophy are being held here from 
time to time. Scholarships are being 
given to deserving students. Recent- 
ly, the Governor of Tamil Nadu in- 
augurated the C.P. Art Centre, or- 
ganised by Dr. Nànditha Krishna, 
great-grand-daughter of Dr. C.P. 
Ramaswami Aiyar—which is attract- 
ing exhibitions of _ handicrafts and 
art works. This Centre is made 
available 10 deserving and indigent 
artistes for exhibiting their works 
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without. commercial rent being 
charged. 
Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar was 


born on 12th November 1879—Deepa- 
vali Day—under the constellation 
“Swathi.” The Centenary falls by 
the end of .this calender year. ` 
The Foundation has plans to bring 
out publications, including if possible, 
the works of the scholar-statesman as 
also build the Indological and art 
centres. 

The Foundation appeals to the 
public-spirited citizens to help them 
to build up this institution into one 
worthy of this versatile and many- 
splendoured personality. Donations 
small as well as big are welcome. 
Donations to the Foundation are ex- 
empted from Income Tax under Scc. 
80 (G). All correspondonce may be 
addressed to the President, The C.P. 
Ramaswami Aiyar Foundation, 
Madras-600 018. 
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This extraordinary book may be described as a satirical novel 
on the Governmental administrative machincry. It depicts in a most 
interesting way the vagaries of Government officers, their tempera- 
mental play-safe procedures, their deadly inaction and rampant cor- 
ruption and the evils of time-cld codes and rules. True to its title 
the proverbial red tape is unleashed herz. 

Available from : 
BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN 
Kulapati K. M. Munshi Marg, Bombay-400 007 
And its Branches, 
Also from : 
Mis INDIA BOOK HOUSE, > 
Mahalaxmi Chambers, 22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Bombay-400 026 
- And their Branches. YN 
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MUCH-AWAITED BOOK NOW ON SALE ! 
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OF SRI SAMKARA BHAGAVATPADA | 


Translated by 
Prof. P. Sankaranarayanan 


Printed on superior Map Litho Paper, Royal Octavo Size, pp. 

528, Full Cloth-bound with art plates and jacket in colours. 
(Second edition, revised and enlarged) 
Price Rs. 95/- 

Vivekachudamani is a philosophical treatise expounding the 
cardinal truths of Advaita Vedanta, according to which, liberation 
or moksha can be secured only through jnana which, in the first 
Instance, begins with the discrimination between the eternal and the 
transient, nityanityavasty,-viveka. The work itself is called the 
“Crest Jewel of Discrimination” — Vivekachudamani — to 
emphasise the paramount importance of such viveka in the quest 
for liberation. 

Available from : 
BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN 
Kulapati K. M. Munshi Marg., 

Bombay-400 007. 4 
And its Branches 
Also from: 
M/s INDIA BOOK HOUSE 

Mahalaxmi Chambers, 

22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, 
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5 í ENGLISH 
OMIEN AND SOCIAL CHANGE 
By, Jara Matson Everett. Pub- 
lished by B. R. Chawla for Heri- 
- ig) Publishers, New Delhi—1979, 
ages 233 Price Rs. 60/-. 


JANA MATSON EVERETT is an 
Assistant Professor of Political 
Science al the University of Colorado, 
Denver. Her childhood memories 
of India and her initial introduction 
to India inspired her to analyse the 
Indian social situation and the status 
of women. The book under review 
is based on her Ph.D. dissertation. 

The author discusses the British 
and American cases, the Indian con- 
texts, the emergence and ideology of 
the Indian women’s movement, 
women's campaign for political rc- 
presentation and the campaign for 
Hindu Law Reform. Being a doc- 
toral dissertation the book has a list 
of tables. 

The study begins by noting the 
most striking contrast- in modern 
Indian history—the one between the 
women in the mid-19th century and 
the women of the 20th century. 
Mrs. Matson strikes a very signi- 
ficant and realistic note when 
she says that though recently Indian 
women have tended to participate in 
elite politics at higher levels than 
their Western counterparts, there re- 
mains much to be done to improve 

‘the status of Indian women as exist- 
ing laws are not enforced and masses 
of Indian women (and men) live in 
dire poverty. 

The book tries to discuss three 
specific questions. Why did women’s 
movements emerge? How did 
women’s movements justify their de- 
mands? Under what conditions were 
women's movements successful in 
achieving their objectives? 

The author has done well to use a 
comparative approach by referring to 
women’s movements in Great Bri- 
Jain and the United States—similari- 


ritish and 
American studies provide a useful 
historical perspective to study the 
Indian situation, 

But it is really surprising that the 
study which deals with social change 
has quite a few significant omissions. 
The author makes no mention of a 
very important act—the Anti Dowry 
Act and its implications. 

Dowry is a major social evil and 
both the state and central govern- 
ments have brought legislation to 
eradicate this inhuman system which 
is so alien to ancient Indian culture 
and anti-human in principle. The 
author does not also refer to legisla- 
tion regarding suppression of im- 
moral traffic. There is no reference 
to prison reforms and women pri- 
soners. The problems of working 
women are also not discussed in 
depth.® A study published in 1979 
makes no reference to the work donc 
by Ela Bhat in Ahmedabad. There 
is also no reference to the new pro- 
grammes taken up in 1975—the IWY. 

The author should have taken more 
care in preparing the Glossary, A 
taluk is not a district as mentioned. 

Though the author has taken pains 
to collect facts, these facts are mostly 
from books on India, A lack of 
living contact makes the book more 
a “Whats what” than a personal 
study and a critical evaluation. On 
many an important problem the 
author is either totally silent or very 
sketchy. 


—C. N. Mangala. 


MALAYALAM POETICS—A study 
with special reference to ‘Krishna- 
gatha, by Dr. T. Bhaskaran. Pub- 
lished Ņy the Kerala Historical 
SocNty.\Trivandrum, First edition 
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ELSEWHERE & HERE 
A KEY TO PROSPERITY 


By 
R. N. Joshi 


(Currently Hon. Research Associate, Pittsburgh University, 
U. S: A.) 


Price Rs. 25-00 


(Printed on Map Litho paper, Demy Octavo, pp. 196 with many 
informative diagrams and an attractive jacket) 


(Foreword by Shib K. Mitra, Director, NCERT, and Intro- 
duction by V. V. John, Former Vice-Chancellor of Jodhpur 
University). 

The theme of this book is that Education can be a powerful tool 
leading to social well-being and prosperity. The first chapter deals | 
with the different dimensions of education at different stages and 
offers general guidelines for the planning of education for prospe- 
| rity, both for developing and developed countries, through whole 
education. Chapters IL to VI describe the education system in Bri- 
tain, Japan, Russia, the U.S.A. and W. Germany. Chapters VII 
and VILE are devoted to problems in India. 


The Illustrations in this book are extremely fascinating and 


, captivating. They add spice to the text and make the author's ideas 
more explict. 


Available from: 
BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN, 
Kulapati K. M. Munshi Marg, Bombay-400 007. 
And its Branches 
Also from: 
M/s INDIA BOOK HOUSE 


Rees Mahalaxmi Chambers 
22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Bombay-400 026. 
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author's doctoral thesis is now 
before us in book form with slight 
textual changes and the omission of 
appendices, It contains the text in 
15 chapters, a foreword by Dr. P. K. 
Narayana Pillai, the author's super- 
vising teacher, the author's preface 
notes below each chapter except the 
last, select bibliography and an index. 


In the foreword we are told that, 
for the study of poetics, advanced 
students of Malayalam have to de- 
pend upon Sanskrit works, that the 
subject based independently on Mala- 
yalam poetry is yet to be developed, 
that the Kerala University has a pro- 
ject in that behalf and that the pre- 
sent thesis is a beginning. The thesis 
is a systematic study of the poetics 
of “Krishnagatha” of Cherusseri, a 
poem of 16000 lines which is assigned 
to the [5th century A.D. and is the 
earliest piece of poetry in modern 
Malayalam. 


In the first four chapters the author 
has introduced the poem and the 
author, discussed in detail the nature, 
scope and functions of poetry in 
general, examined the contents of all 
the available Malayalam works -on 
poetics and their indebtedness to 
Sanskrit and traced the history of 
Malayalam poetry up’ to “Krishna- 
gatha.” Eight of the next chapters 
deal with the metre, rhythm, rhyme, 
Structure, figures of speech, style, 
suggestion and the sentiments occur- 
ring in the poem. One chapter is 
devoted to a comparison of the poem 
with “Bhagavatha” and another is 
an enquiry into the influence of poets 
like Kalidasa, Magha etc. on the 
poem. The last chapter focuses the 
chief traits of Malayalam poetry and 
assesses the contribution of Cheru 


Seri to its development. ee 
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In the preface, the author has listed 
his findings on the poems of which 
the more important are these: (1) 
The poet is keen on exploiting sound 
effect. (2 The poem is almost an 
original work from the point of view 
of poetic art and is indebted to 
“Bhagavatha” only for the story. 
(3) The pocm may be considered a 
Mahakavya. (4) Its style on the whole 
is effeminate. (5) The main sentiment 
in the poem is Santha. (6) The poet 
has taken Malayalam poetry a step 
forward. - 


The author has cited several instan- 
ces of changes made by the poet in 
the Bhagavatha story, but a few 
glaring ones are not found mentioned. 
For instance the poet has overworked 
Rasalila (Krishna's dalliance with ` 
the milk maids) and under the veil 
of poetic conventions made it 
thoroughly sexy. Similarly in the 
description of Krishna's meeting with 
Kuchela the poet has omitted some 
details making the scene much less 
touching than in the “Bhagvatha™. 
Here Krishna has no tears for his 
poor old classmate nor does he stoop 
to wash his feet. There is no know- 
ing whether the author has noticed 
such matters. 


The text and notes arc well docu- 
mented with a large number of quo- 
tations from the poem and from 
Sanskrit and English sources. The 
bibliography mentions 131 books. 
The thesis is the result of six years’ 
patient research and leaves nothing ta 
be desired. The authors language 
is precise and elcgant. He has laid 
a sound base for the reconstruction 
of Malayalam poetics and is himself 
eminently qualified to continue the 
work to fructification. The book is 
indispengable to teachers and students 
lam literature and to those 
in its early makings. 


—V. K. Moothathu 
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GOSPEL OF SWAM 
Recorded By 


Swami Satchidananda 


T A MT A 
RAMDAS 


(Demy Octavo, pp. 874, Printed on Superior Map Litho Paper, full cloth- 
bound with a well-designed laminated jacket) 


Price Rs. 95/- 


Swami Satchidananda had the rare privilege of living in close contact 
with the great saint, Swami Ramdas, the Founder of Anandashram at 
Kanhangad in Kerala, for nearly three decades. This proximity to a noble 
soul inspired him to record many memorable events and conversations of 
Swamiji with various important personages. His legion of devotees and 
readers can thus have a complete picture of the activities of this great 
man, apart from knowing his thoughts on subjects that matter the most 
for a fuller understanding of the saint's life. 


Swami Ramdas did not belong to any particular creed. He firmly 
believed that all creeds, faiths and religions are but different paths ultimately 
converging on the same goal. The large number of events chronicled in 
this Gospel of his life will hear full testimony to this. 

The incidents and the conversations were recorded on the days of their 


Occurrences by the learned author, himself an inmate of the Anandashram 
for the past 30 years and at present the Managing Trustce thereof. 


Available from : 
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å THE MASTER—By 
. Bharadwaja. Published 
irdi Sai Publications, Vidya- 


(AP.) Pages xii + 393. Price 
Rs. 15/-. 


AMONG those men of God or rea- 
lised souls who have walked on this 
earth in flesh and blood, Sai Baba 
takes pride of place. More, his life 
symbolised the Hindu-Muslim unity 
in a spiritual framework. Baba com- 
bined in himself all that is best in 
Hinduism and Islam. He was rever- 
ed by both communities, forming an 
ideal link between them—a link for- 
ged not from worldly materials but 


from the highest elements of human 
nature, 


Shirdi where the samadhi of Baba 
is situated is the Indian version of 
French Lourdes. Babas place of 
honour in the forefront of Indian 
sages is nol because of his metaphy- 
sics or dialectics of philosophy of life 
or his glosses on our immortal class- 
sics. but because of his spiritual 
powers of alleviating and assuaging 
human misery and suffering. He 
was assuredly and admittedly an 
angel of peace. of benediction, of 
hope and of strength to millions. 
The .miracles he performed and the 
devotees’ experiences are clearly ex- 
plained in this book. 

The author is the 
dent of the Shirdi Sai Cultural Mis- 
sion, Vidyanagar, which is doing yeo- 
man service to the youth of the 
country. Fourteen yeurs of loving 
and devoted effort has resulted in 
the production of this book on the 
Maharashtrian Siddheswara. Such 
men are living scriptures and moving 
temples of divinity. They stamp 
their personality on the life and cul- 
ture of the people and are beacon 
lights to the suffering humanity. ; 

This book is more of a compi 
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tion of articles from various books 
on Sri Sai Baba in different languages 
and from souvenirs published by Sai 
Bhaktha Samajams. 

“Cast all your burdens on me” 
was his chief advice of hope and en- 
couragement to his devotees. His 
shoulders were broad enough to bear 
their burdens. And Baba being 
omnipresent and omnicient was every- 
where and at all times. The offer 
that he will bear the burden of his 
devotees was not lightly or jokingly 
given. It was a sacred, solemn and 
serious offer. And it was a blanket 
offer. Flowing from that offer was 
the clarion call: “Why fear when 
I am here?" There ought to be a 
complete transfer of burdens on the 
analogy of the psychiatric principle 
of transfer to the doctor. The inten- 
lion was wholesale  “takeover™ by 
Him, once hotline was tapped by the 
devotees. 

This book will interest the common 
man and the ardent seeker for the 
devotional study of the life and tea- 
chings of a perfect guru awakens the 
inner potential of man, depending 
on his faith and capacity to grasp. 
At the proper stage he is sure to be 
guided in a dream or vision to the 
living perfect master who is most 
suited to his inner needs, 

Proof-reading has let the book 
down very badly. There is no link 
between the chapter numbers in the 
content list and the chapters inside 
the book. Ch. III is Ch. II inside 
the book. Ch. X is Ch. XIII and Ch. 
XI & XII are missing inside the book. 
Hence Ch. XI corresponds to 
Ch. XIV and so on. After page 331 
you turn to page 336, 337, 334. 
335. 332. 333, 338! 

The reveiwer hopes and prays that 
d edition comes out soon 
ese blemishes. 


—Saraswathi Sethuraman, 
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CAREERS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


By Prem P. Bhalla. Jaico Pub- 
lishing House, Bombay—Price 
Rs. 11/-. 


STARTING with the ethics of work, 
the book Careers, for Young People 
is an appeal to the young to make 
the right choice as regards career. 
It provides a wide spectrum of the 
varied elements that an aspiring 
young man would do well to take 
into account. A realistic assessment 
of one’s possibilities and limitations 
would prove crucial. The type of 
education a person receives would 
determine to a large extent the career 
that befalls him. If the education is 
instrumental in cultivating built-in 
potentialities, it would launch the 
individual on the right track. Even 
though it is not easy to be employed 
these days, the author feels that many 
avenues are still open to the youth. 
The only thing is that they should be 
enterprising enough. Sclf-employ- 
ment is recommended as an intelligent 
way of fighting unemployment. 


The suggestions advanced” by the 
author with respect to sending appli- 
cations and facing interviews are 
sensible and helpful. Even though 
certain sweeping statements and over- 
simplifications are made in section I, 
the views, on the whole, seem to be 
well-balanced and worthwhile. The 
way the ideas set forth arrests our 
attention. Section II appears to be 
hazy here and “there probably be- 
Cause it attempts too much. The 
author might have felt it impossible 
10 deal with each individual career 
in greater detail within the frame- 
work of this book. 


—Varghese J. Kuttikat 
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THIS monumental work of Nagesa 
Bhatta is reckoned as an important 
aid to the- proper understanding of 
that gospel of the student of Vyaka- 
rana—The Ashtadhyayi of Panini 
comprising nearly four thousand ap- 
horisms or Sutras. Panini divided 
his work into eight volumes of four 
Parts each. The word Paribhasha 
means technical phraseology, and 
without a proper grounding in this 
the study of Vyakarana will be in- 
complete. Panini classifies his ap- 
horisms into 6 categories—Sanjna or 
Technical name for affixes; Paribha- 
sha for Technical phraseology; Vidhi 
or Primary rule; Niyama or specefic 
rule; Atidesa or extended application 
and Adhikara or governing rule. The 
Sekhara is next in importance only 
to the Mahabhashya of Patanjali 
whose is the last word in grammar. 
Whether or not this Patanjali is the 
one who wrote the Yoga sutras has 
not been established. 


The Durga Vyakhya (Sanskrit 
commentary) on the  Paribhashas 
numbering in all 134 as well as the 
Hindi commentary is profuse and 
exhaustive and will be of immense 
help to the student trying to learn 
Vyakarana on his own. The book 
will be an embellishment to any. 
Sanskrit library and a boon to 
students specialising in grammar. 
The editors have done a wonderful 
job and deserve all praise for their 
efforts. The printing and get up are 
quite attractive. 


—G. R. Mani Aiyar. 
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